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Student accused of abduction 


student raped her in Danville, N.H. 


19-year-old woman alleges fellow 


By ROBERT COMEAU 


i 


Observer Editor 


Violence reported on campus has risen steadily 
within the past several weeks, peaking with 
the recent alleged kidnaping and rape of a 
young female student. 

Ronald J. Olivera, an NECC business 
administration/accounting student from 
Brentwood, N.H., was arraigned in Plaistow, 
N.H., District Court on Friday, March 12,0n 
kidnaping and rape charges. The woman told 
police that on Monday, March 8, he forced 
her to drive from the C-Building parking lot 
to Danville, N.H., where he raped her for two 
hours, then left the vehicle on foot. She then 
drove back to Massachusetts where she called 
police. 

Olivera told reporters he had an “affair- 
basis” relationship with the woman, and 
though he didn’t know why she would accuse 
him of kidnapping and rape, he speculated 
that her boyfriend found out about their 
relationship, reports the Haverhill Gazette. 

Cracking down: In reaction to the alleged 
kidnapping and rape, NECC administrators 
have beefed up security. Two security vehicles 
now patrol the parking lots rather than one. 
Two more full-time security personnel, one 
daytime and one evening, and three new part- 
timers, one working evenings and two on 
Friday and Saturday mornings, have been 
added to the force. This increases the total 
security officers to seven on campus from 7 
a.m. to 3 p.m., and six officers from 3 p.m. to 
11 p.m. during the class-week. 

In order to handle any incoming emer- 
gency calls on campus, the switchboard has 
recently added an evening operator, on until 
8 p.m., and one security officer will man the 
phone in the security office when the switch- 
board is closed while classes are in session. 
Any student, faculty or staff member need 
only dial 2222 from a campus phone during 
an emergency, and the campus operator will 
alert the proper authorities. Operators can 
communicate with security via walky-talky. If 
an operator is not on duty, the emergency 
number will ring in the security office. 

Joseph Brown, dean of administrative ser- 
vices, said the incident has raised awareness of 


in custody 
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RONALD J. OLIVERA, business administration/accounting student, is arraigned in Plaistow, N.H., District Court on 
charges of kidnapping and rape. Olivera told reporters he’s innocent, and had an ‘affair-basis’ relationship with the woman. 


how NECC must adapt to the changes in 
society. 

Victimized: “To be perfectly frank with 
you, and I’m not trying to justify what hap- 
pened, I think NECC is becoming a micro- 
cosm of the environment that we live in,” he 
told a group of faculty and students the day 
after news of the alleged kidnapping and rape 
hit the front page of the Gazette. “We’ve all 
read about these things. We’ve all hoped they 
wouldn’t happen here, but whatever did hap- 


pen, did in fact happen on this campus in 
broad daylight, and I think that we have all 
together got to pull together to provide maxi- 
mum safety for all our staff and students.” 
Students and staffers can be seen walking 
more quickly to their cars after classes or work 
now, their faces a testament to the fear this 
incident has generated. 
“I won’t even go to the library alone if it’s 
late at night,” said Jolanta Gillis, liberal arts 
(Continued on page 7) 


Most activities take 10% cut 


Salary hike, low enrollment, ‘Lawrence incentive’ deplete SAF 


By KERRY O’BRIEN 
Observer News Editor 


An almost across-the-board cut of 10 percent 
may hit most clubs and organizations funded 
by student activities next fall. 

Facing an estimated decrease of about 
$23,000, the student senate’s finance com- 
mittee is evaluating the preliminary budget 
allocations for clubs and organizations for 
fiscal year 1994. The total student activities 
fund (SAF), estimated between $300,00 and 
$307,000, also has to accommodate both a 6 
percent salary increase mandated by the state 
for fiscal year 1993 and a 7.25 percent salary 
increase for 1994. 

A notice to Arthur Signorelli, student 
activities director, from Joe Brown, dean of 
administration, gave a projection of a lower 
student enrollment for fiscal year 1994. The 


projection was based on a comparison to fiscal 
year 1993, where a declining enrollment pat- 
tern was calculated. 

Determinant: Fall 1992’s state-funded 
credit figure was fixed at 28,110 while the 
spring of 1993 state-funded credit dropped 
to 25,980. The fall of 1992’s day DCE credit 
was set at 11,910, but the spring of 1993’s 
day DCE credit fell to 10,815. Because of the 
enrollment drop, Brown recommended a re- 
serve of $15,000 be included in the budget 
allocation. Signorelli said this made the fi- 
nance committee lean toward the conserva- 
tive side when setting the budget. 

*“With the national trend being decreased 
enrollment, we would not be responsible in 
our duties to base a budget on an overzealous 
enrollment,” Signorelli said. “A large enroll- 
ment in 1994 can’t be counted on.” 

A firm commitment to the Lawrence cam- 


pus was also made. Certain clubs have been 
allotted a “Lawrence incentive,” which gives 
a minimum of $100 to support Lawrence 
activities and programs. 

Signorelli said an additional challenge was 
met, other than absorbing cuts, fixed salary 
increases and giving Lawrence a fair alloca- 
tion. In order to distinguish what it should 
support and what it shouldn’t, the SAF was 
examined and defined by definition. 

Evaluation: “There is a fine line between 
what are truly student activities clubs and 
which clubs are just an extension of the 
classroom,” Signorelli said. “It’s has been 
difficult to sift out what student activities 
should support and what the state college 
fund should support. SAF has supported things 
in the past that it shouldn’t have.” 

Anew budget request form was devised to 

(Continued on page 6) 


Today’sinfographic 


Money rich, Oscar poor 


Top box office grosses do not 
necessarily mean an Oscar 
nomination. Of 1992’s top 10 
winners at the box office, only 
four received nominations. 


in millions of dollars : 
“Batman Returns” (2 nominations) 


“Home Alone 2: Lost in New York” 


“Lethal Weapon 3” 
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“The Bodyguard” (2 nominations) 
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“The Hand That Rocks the Cradle” 
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Observer Opinion 


Everyone must 
help college now 


Preventing violence takes men, women 


The pride’ that NECC has Jong, taken 
with regards to’ the low reports of vio- 
lence on campus has taken-a-big blow 
over the past couple of weeks. ‘The al- 
leged kidnaping and rape ofa student last 


- week has quickly changed the attitude of 
administration from. “It can never hap- 


pen to us,” to “We acct believe it hap- 
pened to us.’ 

Many students ba faculty have ex- 
pressed outrage-at the perceived lack of 
security on campus and blame the rise in 
violence solely on that. What many don’t 
seem to grasp is that security is not the 
only solution to the problem of violence 
— on campus or off. 

Security officers can’t be everywhere 
at once, and.although the administration 
did the right thing in increasing its num- 
bers, this is no guarantee against the 
increasingly violent elements of society. 
Fences and locks aren’t the answer, ei- 
ther. Turning the 42 acre Haverhill cam- 
pus into an enclosed camp would cost 
hundreds of thousands of dollars, and 
won’t end the problem of violence at 
NECC or anywhere. 

Prevention: Violence is a problem 
that can be combated best with educa- 
tion and preparation. Only if women 
know how to take the correct precau- 
tions and men know the terrible far- 
reaching consequences that abuses to- 
wards women cause, can the problem of 
violence: be solved. 

Women. concerned about their safety 
on campus should be aware that whether 
there are 50 security guards on duty or 
five, they should still know how to pro- 
tect themselves. A woman who takes a 
course in self-defense is immensely better 


Observer Editorials 


off than one who will depend on others 
to watch over her. Even watching a video 
or reading books dealing with the subject 
of self-defense will give awoman aleg-up 
on any would-be attacker. 

Men who are disgusted with the hor- 
rendous violence being directed at women 
must also be aware that they can change 
it. The men who laugh at the violence 
and abuse of women (and there are defi- 
nitely some who do) will not be as quick 
to laugh if their friends do not laugh with 
them. Attitudes can be changed through 
peer pressure in a positive direction just 
as easily as a negative one. 

It takes a real man to stand up against 
the attitudes that breed violence. Doing 
nothing more than perpetuates abuse, it 
condones it. 

Deal with it: The fact is, there will 
always be violence in the world, and it is 
naive to think that heightened security 
and locks are going to change it to any 
considerable degree. 

The responsibility of protecting one- 
self, when it comes right down toit, is put 
squarely on the shoulders of the would- 
be victims, but changing our culture of 
violence through standing up to our 
peers is all of our responsibility. 

It is important this responsibility is 
recognized and dealt with. If an attacker 
is unable to play on the fears and weak- 
nesses in his victims, he won’t be able to 
commit the crime. If the right attitude 
toward women is instilled in him in the 
first place, his capacity for violence will be 
checked. 


Lawrence incentive 
worth trying in fall 


Funding clubs who serve campus rewards all 


Student government has finally come up 
with a workable plan for getting more 
clubs to serve the Lawrence campus. 
Through setting funds aside for all 
clubs capable of involving students. at 
Lawrence, and releasing them when the 
club gets involved on the campus, the 
senate has created a positive method of 
ensuring a chance for Lawrence to get 
some use out of the thousands of dollars 


in activity fees it pays, but have been 
getting spent mostly in Haverhill. 

Clubs will soon find the students are 
hungry for extracurricular involvement, 
and can be invaluable members. 

Lawrence students can help by taking 
a look at activities they’re interested in, 
contacting club representatives at Hav- 
erhill, and working with them to bring all 
they offer to the new campus. 
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President takes action 
after campus assault 


To the editor: 

I know the entire college shares my deep 
concern over the report that a female student 
was abducted from the Liberal Arts Building 
parking lot at approximately 5 p.m. on March 
8 and subsequently assaulted after being forced 
to drive to New Hampshire. 

This matter is presently being investigated 
by the N. H. State police along with the police 
departments of Haverhill, Amesbury and 
Danville, N. H. with the full cooperation of 
our security force. 

I want to assure you that we at NECC are 
taking this report very seriously and that we 
are implementing measures to help prevent 
the occurrence of such incidents. At present 
these measures include the following: 

QWe have immediately increased the level 
of security present on the Haverhill campus. 
Joe Brown, dean of adminstrative services, is 
meeting with our security team this week to 
review our current system and identify pos- 
sible areas for improvement. 

Q) We will promptly investigate the feasi- 
bility of instituting an escort service at NECC 
based upon models presently in place at sev- 
eral urban colleges. 

OI will ask that the office of staff develop- 
ment work in collaboration with other inter- 
ested departments to develop and implement 
a series of lectures, workshops and seminars 
on both violence against women and self- 
defense. 

To this end, I also strongly urge as many 
of you as possible to attend the lecture by 
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Jackson Katz, scheduled to be held on April 2 
at noon in lecture hall A, and sponsored by 
the Women’s Resource Network. 

Although it has been difficult to obtain 
information about the details of this case 
during the current police investigations, I will 
advise you of further developments and will 
also take steps to institute a system wereby we 
can inform the members of our college com- 
munity of such critical matters in a more 
timely manner. 

In the meantime, you can each help. I 
welcome your individual or collective recom- 
mendations and urge you to exercise personal 
caution. Walk in groups to your cars. Have 
your keys in hand and ready. Check the. back 
seat before stepping into your car. Call secu- 
rity immediately if you notice something un- 
usual or notce something is wrong. 

Gino Matozzi, our chief of security, can 
be reached at ext. 3689 and our superinten- 
dent of buildings and grounds, Edward 
Sheehan, at 3981. In an emergency, you 
should dial ext. 2222. 

This incident is a shocking and painful 
reminder that we are living in an increasingly 
violent world ... one from which our idyllic 
Haverhill campus is not immune. Our best 
defense is alertness, information, and our 
capacity to help one another. 

John R. Dimitry, 
NECC president 


While seeing the AIDS quilt 


Student struggles with emotional pain over loss of friend 


To the editor: 

While viewing the AIDS memorial quilt, I 
suddenly found myself caught in a mixture of 
strong emotions. The strongest emotion I 
can remember was fear. I did want to see the 
quilt, but I did not know what to expect. My 
first reaction when I entered the atrium was 
not to look and get out of there as fast as I 
could, Then something inside me said it 
would not hurt just to see what it looked like. 

At first glance, it seemed to be a bunch of 
names. Then I ventured on to look at the 
faces. The names then became people who 
were real and had lives just as I do now. I felt 
saddened to see the faces and could not 
imagine the struggle for life these people 
fought. When I looked at the pictures, the 
people looked so full of life and determina- 
tion that it seemed nearly impossible for them 
to have passed away. 

At one quilt I made a shocking discovery. 
Someone I used to go to school with was 
staring me back in the face. Right away I had 
the feeling of denial, anger, sadness and con- 
fusion. He was a year ahead of me in high 
school and had no fear of having a little 
freshman as a friend. My mind was screaming 
it could not be true, while reality told me it 
was. My thoughts were scrambled, but I 
clearly remember some of them. Over and 
over in my mind I kept thinking that he was 
not gay. AIDS is not a gay disease. He never 


did drugs. AIDS is nota drug addict’s disease. 
He must have had a peg sex with the 
wrong person. 

After I left high school, I never knew what 
became of him. This was definitely nota good 
way to find out. What I do not know is that 
every life he touched, he brought a glow of 
happiness with him. I only hope that during 
his tough times someone was there to bring a 
little courage and happiness into his life. 

I cannot begin to imagine the pain and 
anguish each person’s family felt when they 
found out that a loved one would soon be 
leaving and there was no way they could have 
stopped it. I only know that today I had to say 
good bye to friend and it hurt. Seeing this 
also made me aware that AIDS doesn’t care 
who you are or what you are; it will prevail in 
the end. The only things left are memories 
and a piece of the quilt that will not begin to 
tell the stories of their suffering. 

Terry Wheeler, NECC student 


AIDS 


Seeing this also made me 
aware that AIDS doesn’t cave 
who you are or what you are; 
it will prevail in the end. 
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Dr. Death 


Observer Opinion 


Assisted suicide provides 
dignified end to illness 


By TIM JOHNSTON 
Observer Opinion Editor 


With or without help from Dr. Jack Kevorkian 
(a.k.a. “Dr. Death”), every man, woman and 
child on earth is going to die. Whether it 
comes froma simple shot ofsodium pentathol 
and potassium or a single shot of buckshot 
between the eyes, death is inescapable. 

No sane person on the face of the earth can 
explain with any certainty just what death is all 
about, and yet many seem to insist upon 
having an opinion as to whether or not man 
has the right to choose death as an option 
over pain, suffering and loss of dignity. 

For healthy people to assume the stance of 
anti-suicide in any case, is a serious violation 
of the rights of the individual. Americans who 
say they are against assisted suicide by another 
individual, should also say they are against the 
Constitution of the United States as well, 
because there seems to be no rational reasons 
why assisted suicides should be forbidden. 

There are, however, many fine lines in the 
euthanasia and suicide assistance arguments. 
Should pulling the plug on a machine and 
allowing patients to lethally inject themselves 
both be considered active forms of assisted 
suicide and possibly murder? Should other 
(healthy) people’s religious and moral views 
be thrust upon someone in the midst of 
making a decision of this magnitude? 

Death deadline: Many Americans seem to 
think so, as can be seen in the uproar sur- 
rounding Kevorkian’s exploits in Michigan in 
recent weeks. In order to avoid impending 
legislation scheduled for the end of March 


Joanna Veras, teacher preparation 
“It’s no fair for the family or the 
patient if the patient is going to die. 
Doctors should be allowed to assist. 
It is a crime to suffer.” 


live.” 


Berky Ray, paralegal 

“No, I don’t think anybody has the 
right to take or even give them the 
equipment to do it. No doctor 
knows how long a person has to 
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which calls for the criminalization of suicide 
assistance, many suffering from terminal, pain- 
ful diseases have attempted to beat the dead- 
line by incurring the services of the famous 
doctor and his infamous machine, the 
mercitron. 

Kevorkian, recently charged with murder 
after assisting a suicide in Michigan, is facing 
opposition from all sides. Politicians with one 
eye on the polls and the other on the law 
books are taking shots. 

Religious leaders, never ones to allow them- 
selves to be left out of this particular conflict, 
are out in force also, as the issue re-enters the 
spotlight. 

Differing opinions over suicide are obvi- 
ously not new. Whether suicide is the height 
of dignity or the depth of disgrace has been 
hotly debated by philosophers and theolo- 
gians since the beginning of civilization. 
Frowned upon by most contemporary major 
religions as a shameful snub of the gift of life, 
suicide is conversely seen by some as the most 
humane and compassionate alternative to 
prolonging the life and suffering of the termi- 
nally ill. 

Difference of terms: One must be aware 
of the vast difference between the terms eu- 
thanasia and assisted suicide, however. When 
a doctor withholds care, with or without 
consent, by pulling the plug on life support, 
it is a totally different affair than providing 
patients with the necessary apparatus to take 
their own lives. 


Should doctors help patients 
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Peter Young, liberal arts 

“T believe if they are of sound mind 
and body the doctor, if they want it, 
should take it. If it’s painless, it’s 
just a better way.” 


Euthanasia inescapably defies the 
Hippocratic oath (stating that a doctor may 
not engage in practices which harm human 
life) which doctors must adhere to in order to 
preserve their credibility. By taking an “ac- 
tive” role in the death of the patient, ethical 
and moral questions do pop up. 

Assisted suicide avoids this precarious po- 
sition by absolving the doctor of any “hands 
on” role in the actual death. This is precisely 
the activity that Kevorkian is engaging in. He 
is not taking the lives of anyone. They are 
unquestionably taking their own. 

Ethical question?: Those Americans who 
oppose the practice of assisting suicide have 
often claimed that allowing doctors the right 
to assist and patients to choose their own 
death would inevitably lead to a collapse of 
moral society. Perhaps those that feel this 
way, fail to see the intrinsic difference be- 
tween euthanasia and actual suicide assis- 
tance. They contend that allowing this prac- 
tice would no doubt lead to the erosion of the 
lines governing what defines the act of mur- 
der to a point beyond all reason. 

Perhaps those that feel this way are not 
aware of the experience of those countries 
which have opted to allow this practice to go 


Randy Rodriguez, accounting 

“T think Kevorkian is doing what 
should be done. It’s a moral issue. I 
think prolonging someone’s life is 
wrong. A lot of it -has to-do with 


on unhindered. 

In the Netherlands, where a mandate for- 
bidding suicide assistance has long been ig- 
nored, the approach has been met with wide- 
spread approval and no degeneration of hu- 
man life the last time anybody checked. 

They shoot horses don’t they?: If a cat, 
dog, horse or even a parakeet is suffering 
unavoidable pain due to its age or an illness, 
one does not hesitate to demonstrate com- 
passion and put it out of its misery. That is a 
given. By refusing the right of mentally com- 
petent, certified terminally-ill patients the 
right to choose their own destiny (which does 
not inhibit the freedom of, nor harm anybody 
else), the only just, compassionate and ratio- 
nal thing to do is extend human beings the 
dignity of allowing them to decide for them- 
selves. 

America is based on the individual’s right 
to life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness. All 
three of these are inalienable, but some Ameri- 
cans seem to think it is just fine to take away 
another individual’s liberty and pursuit of 
happiness so that they may force on another 
individual the right to life. Kudos to Dr. 
Kevorkian for having the guts to stand up for 
the rights of the individual. 


commit suicide? 
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Pat Kepschull, director of student 
health services 

“No, I don’t. Religious reasons. I 
don’t believe doctors should take 
God’s.work in their own hands.” 


money for the doctor. It’s in their 
best interests, financially, to keep 


the patient alive.” 


Professor criticizes recent feature story on homosexuals 


To the editor: 

Somewhere it, says, “A man shall leave his 
father and mother and cleave to his wife, and 
the two shall be one.” This idea has been and 
still is the foundation of family and society. It 
should continue to be so. 

The recent Observer feature on homosexu- 
ality builds on a similar article published last 
year. I wonder if your readers understand that 
this effort to legitimize homosexual behavior 
by re-defining marriage and the family is part 
of a strategy developed about 20 years ago: 

Q Label your opponents “homophobes” 
and thus cut them out of the discussion. 
Anyone who is against homosexual behavior 
is a psycho; a sickie suffering from a phobia — 
anirrational fear of something. Their ideas are 
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thus invalid; send them to therapy or sensitiv- 
ity training. 

Q Or package this as a rights issue. When- 
ever anyone tries to examine the social and 
political agenda of gays, defend them as vic- 
tims. 

Q Or the bigotry ploy. In any cause, you 
can always find examples of extreme or hate- 
ful behavior to paint opponents as yahoos, 
fanatics or hate-mongers. Ad hominem (at- 
tack the man, not the idea) is as popular now 
as when Aristotle identified it. 

In these and similar ways, homosexuals 
have controlled this issue to prevent any 
reasoned political debate. 

But the truthis, we have both the rightand 
the duty to discuss the moral aspects of any 
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kind of behavior. Gay activists oppose this. 


And they are succeeding in silencing dissent-. ° 


ing voices. 

Even if homosexual behavior were natu- 
ral, would it automatically be right? It’s natu- 
ral to be attracted to any number of people — 
is promiscuity right? It’s natural for some 
people to be attracted to children — is 
pedophilia right? 

Will we abjectly crumble when pedophiles 


come up with “pedophobia?” Incestophobia? ° 


It may well be natural for some to be attracted 
to those of the same sex, but does that make 
it right? 

Are people who don’t want their children 
taught that these are just equally moral lifestyle 
choices to be denied their rights? Is society 


going to be shoved into the mold constructed 
by this special-interest group = all without 
honest debate? 

I, for one, respect and honor every person 
— the criminal, the Klansman, the adulterer, 
the pornographer, the prostitute — you name 
it. But I- will not accept everything these 
people do. Twill not be silenced by those who 
stick a yellow label on me. I will present my 
case, whether society finds it popular or not. 

Homosexual behavior will always be with 
us. But it should be neither legitimized nor 
advocated, pushed in the ‘schools. nor ac- 
cepted asa different but equal way of defining 


- marriage, the-family or sexual expression. 


James Gustafson 
professor. of philosophy 


Thursday, March 18, 1993 
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Political correctness defies logic 


Columnist sees current practice as ‘doublespeak’ threat to opposing views 


By PAUL ROBERTS 
Observer Opinion Editor 


Christopher Columbus is just another dead 
white guy, but Malcolm X is now a hero. 
Someone who hunts or wears fur is a “killer,” 
but Dr. Death himself, Jack Kevorkian, is on 
a mission of mercy. These are just a few 
examples of the backward logic that defines 
the political-correctness movement. 

The PC movement is headed by liberals 
who are trying to advance their narrow politi- 
cal agenda through revisionist history, and re- 
writing the English language to make all 
opposing views socially and politically unac- 
ceptable. Talk show guru Rush Limbaugh 
labeled it “political cleansing,” because like 
the civil war in Bosnia (which is being called 
ethnic cleansing by the PC crowd) its goal is 
to make alternative viewpoints extinct. 

For people who claim political correctness 
doesn’t affect public policy, all they have to 
do is look at most of the major news stories 
from the last couple of years. 

Attorney general: President Clinton, in 
an attempt to be politically correct, set aside 
the job of attorney general for a woman. 
(“Men need not apply” is not considered 
sexual discrimination under the politically 
correct philosophy.) When Clinton’s first 
woman appointee, Zoe Baird, admitted she 
had evaded paying her taxes, Clinton and the 
PC crowd overlooked it, even though it is a 
crime that has put people with less PC clout 
in jail. If the IRS found Baird’s mistake in- 
stead of Clinton, she could have been serving 
time with Leona Helmsley. The difference is 
that Helmsley admitted being rich and was 
proud of it, and that is never PC. 

When the public cried foul over the Baird 
nomination, she was removed from consider- 
ation, but not before she set the precedent of 
making hiring illegal aliens a politically incor- 
rectcrime. Clinton then chos¢anotherwoman 
and when it;was revealed that she, too, had 
hired an illegal alien, she was cut loose even 


From the Right 


though she paid her taxes and did nothing 
illegal. This is another trend of the PC crowd. 
They have no loyalty because once someone 
is labeled politically incorrect, there can be 
guilt by association. The PC philosophy 
doesn’t believe in innocent until proven guilty. 

Race: A typically hypocritical topic for the 
PC crowd is race. Under their logic, a white 
racist is a Nazi, buta black racist is a civil rights 
activist. When four white cops abuse a black 
criminal (and whether he was wronged or 
not, he is a criminal), it isn’t considered police 
brutality, it is racially-motivated. But when 
black gangs attack Korean stores it is an 
“urban uprising.” 

Marge Schott was not suspended from 
baseball because of what she said, but because 
of the pressure that the always politically 
correct Jesse Jackson put on the other base- 
ball team owners. Schott said things that no 
one can defend, but more importantly to the 
PC crowd, she angered Jackson. 

The hypocrisy is that during his failed 
presidential campaign, Jackson, referred to 
Jewish people (or like they say in PC land, 
people of Jewish persuasion) as “Hymies,” 
and to New York as “Hymie-Town.” Ironic 
isn’t it? 

Another sign of the hypocrisy associated 
with the PC movement is the way the main 
PC organizations (NAACP, NOW, ACLU 
and the media) approach the issue of rape and 
sexual harassment. 

Thomas hearings: During the Clarence 
Thomas confirmation hearings, someone who 
believed Thomas wasa “sexist” for not believ- 
ing Anita Hill. But, during the Mike Tyson 
rape trial someone who believed Desiree Wash- 
ington (Tyson’s victim) was a “racist” for 
believing that Tyson was capable of rape 
because he was black. 

During the William Kennedy Smith rape 
trial, no. one knew what to call anyone be- 


cause most of the special interest groups that 
like to pass judgment were missing in action. 

The NAACP stands for the National Asso- 
ciation for the Advancement of Colored 
People, but it should mean the National 
Association for the Advancement of anyone 
who is correct politically. This group, which 
seeks out publicity whenever possible, was 
noticeably silent during the Thomas confir- 
mation hearings. 

And why? Because the National Organiza- 
tion for (Liberal) Women were against Tho- 
mas, and the NAACP decided it had more in 
common with liberal women than they did 
with a conservative colored person. 

Hypocrites: The NAACP is not alone in 
its hypocrisy. NOW and the media were 
willing to overlook the fact that their hero, 
the king of lost liberal causes himself, Teddy 
Kennedy, was not willing to step up and 
defend Hill. NOW also failed to notice two of 
the most-publicized rape cases in history. 

They were absent during the William 
Kennedy Smith trial because to them sup- 
porting a liberal senator is more important 
than supporting a woman. More recently, 
this group that decided that Clarence Tho- 
mas wasn’t fit to serve on the Supreme Court 
because of what someone claimed he said a 
decade ago, has failed to defend Washington. 

Washington was violently raped by Mike 
Tyson, but Tyson has enough money to hire 
the most PC lawyer in the country. Alan 
Dershowitz was not hired as a lawyer but as a 
bully. Since taking the appeal, he has dragged 
Desire Washington through the mud via the 
very accommodating national media. The 
reason Tyson is now off limits for NOW is 
because they don’t want to anger Mr. “PC” 
Dershowitz. 

The ACLU, whose main cause is defend- 
ing “free speech,” was out in full force when 
a rapper released a song about killing cops, 
but were nowhere to be found when Marge 
Schott was being crucified for things that she 
said in private conversations. 


Ifall this hypocrisy is confusing, all one has 
to realize is that all these groups are simply 
fronts for liberal causes. The NAACP would 
defend the KKK if they ever became politi- 
cally correct. NOW would defend a rapist if 
he was somehow going to help their real 
cause: liberalism. 

Semantics: President Clinton is preoccu- 
pied with being PC when he starts referring to 
taxes as “contributions.” Good news is that 
like the Clinton-Rodham administration the 
PC movement is beginning to show it is very 
shallow and without substance. 

So what is considered to be PC? Urinating 
on stage with a grant from the National 
Endowment for the Arts is PC. 

Teaching about anal sex in public school is 
PC, but the pledge of allegiance is not. 

Dying of AIDS is PC, but being afraid to 
catch it means you’re ignorant or a 
homophobe. 

The Homeless are PC but calling them 
“bums” is not. 

Left-wing propaganda on National Public 
Radio is PC, but Rush Limbaugh is not. 

The 1960s are PC, but the 1980s are the 
most politically incorrect decade because typi- 
cal of the PC movement, facts don’t getin the 
way. The 1980s gave the U.S. economy its 
longest period of uninterrupted peace-time 
growth. 

The PC crowd always condemns “the last 
12 years” but 13 years ago when Ronald 
Reagan took over from Jimmy Carter, this 
country was suffering through 20 percent 
interest rates and double-digit inflation. This 
shows that PC hindsight is not always 20/20. 

Under the new politically correct dictio- 
nary: 

Homosexuality is an “alternative lifestyle.” 

Short is “vertically challenged.” 

A juvenile delinquent is now a “troubled 
youth.” : 

And, worst of all, a draft-dodging, pot- 
smoking adulterer is now called Mr. ‘Presi- 
dent. 


Reader finds homosexual behavior immoral 


To the editor: 

The United States of America is the great 
est, melting pot of ethnicity in the world. 
Throughout our history, every ethnic group 
from Irish to Asian has, had to overcome 
major obstacles in dealing, with prejudice. 
Today our struggle for the elimination of 
racial prejudice continues. 

Presently homosexuals are.attempting to 
equate their “struggle” with that of blacks 
and. other ‘minorities. This comparison is 
wrong and‘an insult to everyone who ‘has 
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worked for the advancement of his/her race. 
Homosexuality has no relationship with a 
person’s ethnic background. Homosexuality 
is, according to Webster’s New Universal 
Unabridged Dictionary. the sexual desire for 
those of the same sex; sexual relations be- 
tween individuals of the same sex. 
Reproduction is the primary goal of sexual 
intercourse. Atany time, whether intended or 


Lawrence campus adds 
much to local community 


Ethnic diversity offers variety of experiences 


To the editor: 

I am writing in response to the March 3, 
1993 edition of the NECC Observer and your 
article, “City’s Image Concerns Students,” 
referring to the Lawrence campus. 

Part of learning is opening yourself up to 
new experiences and environments. If you 
convince yourself not to be part of something 
because it is unknown to you, then college is 
the wrong place to be. Allow yourself to 
grow, your horizons to widen, and your views 
on life and the world to be inclusive of all 
mankind. 

I must say I was surprised people actually 
felt that way about attending the Lawrence 
campus. The Lawrence campus is a wonderful 


addition to the diversity and ethnicity that has 
always existed in the city of Lawrence. There 
are many organizations and residents in the 
city working hard at changing the negative 
image the media has given us. Having NECC 
in the city is a definite plus. Many of the 
problems in our city exist in every other city 
(Haverhill not excluded). 

If anyone out there has any questions or 


would like information on what the city of 


Lawrence is really like, you are welcome to 

call us at the Office of the Lawrence Commu- 

nity Partnership, 488 Essex St., Lawrence, 
Mass. 685-1337. 

Zenaida Fernandez, 

Project Assistant/ NECC Student 


Racism continues unabated 


Education key to understanding cultural, ethnic differences 


To the editor: 

Iam writing this letter on an issue I would 
like to address to the students of NECC. The 
issue is racism. Racism is a disease that has 
plagued us for many centuries and is still 
growing strong today. 


This word we call racism is not something 
we are born with, but what we are taught. 

I am a white woman and a mother of a 
black boy, a beautiful child. Asa student here, 
I see or hear of an injustice done to another 
student because of the color of his or her skin, 


not, sexual intercourse between two hetero- 
sexuals may result in the formation of life. 

One man inserting his penis into another 
man’s anus is not only counterproductive to 
reproduction, it is wrong. To me, homosexu- 
ality is repulsive and immoral. Iam entitled to 
this opinion. 

I do not care if the politically correct, who 
live in shoe boxes and are afraid to admit that 
homosexuality is immoral, call me homopho- 
bic. 

Fortunately, we are all Americans. We all 


Lawrence 
mal | 
entendido 


Estudiantes de otras 
ciudades marginan area 


Sefior director: 

Le escribo en respuesta a su articulo 
titulado: “Imagen de Lawrence preocupa 
estudiantado” aparecido en la edicion del 
NECC Observer fechado el 31 de marzo, 
1993, con detalles del campo estudiantil 
de Lawrence. oe 

A través de experiencias en un nuevo 
ambiente es como se aprende. Sialguien se 
conyence de que no debe formar parte de 
algo porque lo desconoce, entonces la 
universidad no es el lugar apropiado para 
ese alguicn. Crezca usted y permita que su 
horizonte se extienda, Permita a sus ojos 


have the privilege of living in the greatest 
country on Earth which accepts certain im- 
moral acts as tolerable. As an American, I will 
uphold the homosexual’s right to live equally. 

I have no doubt that homosexuals can and 
do make valuable contributions to society. 
Homosexuals, however, should not be placed 
into a separate race based upon their sexual 
preference. 


Fred Wheeler, 
business transfer 


ver la vida y el mundo como un haber del 
género humano. 

Debo decir que me sorprendié el 
conocer que todavia hay personas que se 


_ sienten de tal modo acerca del campo de 


Lawrence. Ese campo es una hermosa 
adicién a los grupos étnicos que siempre 
han existide en la ciudad de Lawrence. 
Hay muchas organizaciones y residentes 
en la ciudad trabajando con ahinco para 
cambiar esa imagen negativa que los medios 
de comunicaci6n forjaron de nosotros. 
Northern Essex fue, en definitiva, una 
gran adquisicién para la ciudad. Muchos 
de los problemas en esta ciudad existen 
también en otras comunidades (sin xt 
a Haverhill), 
Si alguien allf tiene alguna pregunta o 


_desea informacién acerca d de la ciudad de 
“Lawrence, usted esta ‘invitado(a) a 


llamarnos a la oficina: Lawrence Commu- 

nity Partnership, 488 Essex St. Lawrence, 
Mass. 685-1337. 

Sincerely, 

Zenaida Fernandez 

Project Assistant/ NECC Student 


and it hurts me to see that some people just 
don’t care. 

I feel that if we are to make a change, we 
the students need to start here and now at 
NECC, educating ourselves and others about 
people in general. Going through life with a 


narrow mind is a waste. 

Education is the only way — “We shall 
overcome.” Martin Luther King Jr. and 
Malcolm X Little did not die for nothing. 

Peace and unity, 
Pamela Fields, NECC student 
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Up in smoke 

D. Fraser photo 
HAVERHILL FIREFIGHTERS extin- 
gulsh a car fire triggered by sponta- 
neous combustion In the C-Building 
parking lot on Wednesday, March 3. 
Kenneth J. Joaquin’s ’85 Plymouth 
Horizon burns next to Steven 
Lagace’s '85 Cheverolet Camaro Iroc 
2-28 and Laura Garlington’s '91 Ford 
Escort. Security officer Armand 
Gendron reported the fire after a 
student alerted him. 


Education paves way 
to more understanding 


Reader relates to injustice, offers ‘human’ solution 


To the editor: 

After reading the latestObserver, I was 
quite compelled to send this letter, my first to 
the newspaper. I am responding to the story 
regarding Ingrid Rivera, Steph 
Intrasirathavong and Luis Fernandez. 

The only reason I can think of, for people 
to be enrolled at NECC, is to further their 
education, not to begin it. It was my under- 
standing that I was surrounded by adults 
trying to achieve certain goals, which would 
be inaccessible without a college degree. 

So I am sure that Luis Fernandez was 
misunderstood by Ingrid. I mean what other 
explanation could there be? Obviously, His- 
panics such as myself, certainly have many 
other issues which we are faced with daily, 
such as people who make fun of our accents, 
or people who feel that we are the only ones 
on welfare, or that we all either sell or use 
drugs. Then we need to deal with the fact that 
some of us having been here in the United 
States for a few years, still do not have com- 
plete control of the English language, so we 
get, you know, that weird stare because we are 


Boundaries 


We have many, many ob- 
stacles to overcome as a 
culture. 


Senor director: 

Después de haber leido la Gltima edicién 
del Observer, crei prudente enviarle ésta, 
mi primera carta al periddico. Aqui esta mi 
reaccion en torno al informe sobre Ingrid 
Rivera, Steph Intrasirathavong and Luis 
Fernandez. 

La raz6n por la cual la gente ingresa a 
NECC es para mejorar su educacion y no 
para darle inicio. Yo he comprendido que 
he estado rodeada de adultos que han 
tratado de alcanzar objetivos, lo que no se 
puede lograr sin un titulo universitario. 
Eso me hace Eye de que Luis 
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speaking in Spanish. Or how about when 
people drive through our neighborhoods and 
roll up the windows to their cars and lock the 
doors. 

And what about the teachers who do not 
expect anything from our kids because he or 
she is a minority! What about when our 
grandmother tells us that her appointment 
was canceled because she needs an inter- 
preter. 

We have many, many obstacles to over- 
come as a culture. I am sure that who some- 
one loves, or how someone loves, would have 
to be the last thing or source of preoccupation 
to anyone. I am worried enough of finding 
ways to break down barriers between my 
Hispanic culture and other cultures; do I now 
begin to worry about a breaking down within 
my own culture? 

There is no magic wand, no formula or 
workshop available. We are society, we are the 
solution and we are the problem and will 
continue to be so unless we begin to see each 
other not as Hispanics, Greeks, Italians, Les- 
bians, Irish, black, white, Chinese, short or 
tall. Let’s see each other as human beings. 

To Ingrid and Steph, this is one Hispanic 
who would be happy to say hello to you in the 
halls, if we should ever meet. 

Lori Jorge, liberal arts 


O sea, equé otra explicacién podria haber? Es 
evidente, los hispanos como yo tienen mucho 
que afrontar dia por dia, comenzando por 
gente que se mofa de nuestro acento, gente 
que nos ve como alos tnicos beneficiados por 
asistencia publica “welfare”, o que todos 
vendemos 0 usamos drogas. Entonces muchos 
de nosotros que estamos en los Estados Unidos 
durante breve periodo de tiempo, tenemos 
que afrontar nuestra deficiencia en el manejo 
del inglés. Tenemos que sufrir aquella mirada 
despectiva cuando hablamos espafiol; el miedo 
de cierta gente hacia nosotros y la 
discriminacién de los maestros que nos creen 


~ tontos al decirnos bajo su mascara social que 
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Satellite dish 
waits for users 


Educational tool may soon receive 
more use for classes, conferences 


BY TONY SEGNINI 
Observer Assistant Arts Editor 


High atop the library building, hidden from 
view, sits a versatile educational tool, the 
NECC Media Center’s satellite dish. With 
the ability to receive transmissions from 22 
satellites, each having 24 channels, a wealth of 
information can be obtained. 

Data on upcoming transmissions, usually 
teleconferences, is related to the school via 
fliers listing titles and themes. Transmissions 
correlating toa particular program of study or 
group at school are notified. The interested 
parties will then requisition the use of the 
satellite dish to gain access to the transmission 
they wish to receive. 

“We don’t:schedule any transmissions,” 
said David Kelley, chairperson, division of 
instructional development. “The satellite dish 
is available on an as-needed basis.” 

Technical difficulty: The time and pro- 
gram coordinates necessary for receiving trans- 
missions are not provided. Getting the tech- 
nical data requires an average fee of $250. 

“The interested group will give us the 
coordinates to receive their transmission,” 
said Jim Hellesen, media center specialist. “If 
they want to have the transmission recorded, 
an additional life-of-tape fee must be paid.” 

Although it is expensive to receive the 
transmissions, it proves less costly and unde- 
niably easier than trying to send students or 
faculty to the conference location. 

Necessary tool: “The importance of the 
satellite dish in obtaining access to teleconfer- 
encesis paramount,” Kelley said. “Without it, 
there would be no way to reach some of the 
far flung places where they are being held.” 

Some of the conferences are only sched- 
uled for satellite transmission and could not 
be seen any other way, he said. 

The satellite dish could also be used to 
connect students at NECC with classes at 
another school. Due to the expense of this 
type of operation, however, this isn’t being 
done. 

“A channel would have to be rented or 
leased for this purpose, and the cost would be 
extremely expensive,” Kelley said. “Some- 
thing of that nature is usually utilized by a 
group of schools to ease the cost.” 

Cooperation: The Massachusetts Corpo- 
ration for Educational Telecommunications, 
of which NECC is a member, put together a 


Signals 


D. Fraser photo 
NECC’S SATELLITE dish, used below 
its potential, sits on the library’s roof. 


consortium of colleges linked with elemen- 
tary and secondary schools to enhance faculty 
development, but not to exchange classes, he 
said. 

“Most community colleges now have 
them,” said Alan Foucault, media services 
director. 

“We need the dish to keep our media 
center up to date with surrounding colleges,” 
he said. 

During the seven years the dish has been at 
NECC, an average of five transmissions a year 
have been received. But as the need to com- 
municate becomes more and more impor- 
tant, an increase in the dish’s use will be seen, 
Kelley said. 

“Moreand more conferences will be trans- 
mitted and requisitioned every year, and will 
become available at more economic prices,” 
he said..“These conferences will include ev- 
erything from Total Quality Management to 
discussions of new technologies.” 

As the use of satellite technology spreads 
to new areas of the educational system, the 
hidden media tool on the roof of the library 
building will become a more known and 
appreciated part of the NECC experience. 


Haverhill security good, too 


Expanded campus requires additional safety demands 


To the editor: 

I’d like to thank you for the article Kerry 
O’Brien wrote for the Observerregarding safety 
at the Lawrence campus. 

However, I would like to clarify, ‘for the 
record,’ a statement made by me, saying that 
the security in Lawrence was “better” than 
that in Haverhill. I feel it is important to state 
that the reason Lawrence security might be 
“better,” is obvious when one recognizes the 
differences between a single building campus 


Por uno pagamos todos; todos no somos iguales 


no esperan nada de nuestros hijos. El caso ¢s 
que nuestros nifios son de un grupo 
minoritario. Y qué nos cuentan cuando a 
nuestra abuela se le cancela la cita por falta de 
un intérprete. 

Tenemos muchos, pero muchos obstaculoes 
que vencer en nuestra cultura. Estoy segura 
de que la persona a la que alguien ama, o la 
forma en que ama, es cosa que no da motivo 
a preocupacién. Yo, por mi parte, vivo 
buscando la forma cémo romper esas barreras 
que se oponen a mi acceso a otras culturas; 
atendré yo para ello que desprenderme de mi 
propia cultura? 

Para eso no existe ‘magia, formula « o 


with a contained parking lot, and a large, 
rambling campus with seven separate build- 
ings and many parking lots. 
Traveling often to Haverhill for meetings, 
I have come to know and respect the Haver- 
hill security highly. They are always courte- 
ous, friendly, efficient with everyone, and 
particularly patient with those who do dumb 
things, like leave their keys parked in their car! 
Kathy Rodger, 
director, Lawrence campus 


aprendizaje. Somos la sociedad y la 
solucién, no obstante somos el problema 
y asi seguiremos hasta que empecemos a 
mirarnos como si no fuésemos hispanos, 
griegos, italianos, lesbianas, irlandeses, 
afroamericanos, blancos, chinos, altos o 
bajos. Empecemos ya a mirarnos como a 
seres humanos. 

Ahora, para Ingrid y Seah soy esa 
hispana que estarfa contenta de saludarles 
cortésmente si cs que en algan momento _ 
nos encontramos en el stpagille 
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help to sort out programs and an appeal week 
was offered to the clubs. Amid the appeals, 
the dance club, the ski club, the drama club, 
the athletics department, Parnassus, athletics 
and intramurals/recreation, contemporary 
affairs and the health services requested a 
larger allocation. 

The final decision on the appeals will be 
made in early April. 

Signorelli said allocations are based on 
clubs’ efforts to attract students and enhance 
their college experience. 

Gains: Of the five clubs and organizations 
that received an increase in their allocations, 
the behavioral science club was allotted 
$11,000 including a $200 Lawrence incen- 
tive; the science and technology club was 
allotted $700 including a $300 Lawrence 
incentive; the NECC Observer was allotted 
$40,000 including a $2,500 Lawrence incen- 
tive; the veteran’s service organization was 
allotted $1,600 including a $200 Lawrence 
incentive; and Parnassus was allotted $6,800. 

Clubs level-funded with $300 include: the 
medical assistant club, open door chapter, 
senior nursing club and dart club. 

Taking action: Among those hit with 
decreased allocations, the athletics, 
intramurals/recreation department has a pre- 
liminary estimated budget of $85,635, down 
$9,514 from the fiscal year 1993. Jack Hess, 
athletic director, attended the Mar. 10 stu- 
dent senate meeting and presented a revised 
budget for the athletic program. 

Basketball players Charlene Blair and 
Nicole Melanson and golf player James 
Donahue, also in attendance with Hess, ad- 
dressed the senate on the athletic program’s 
value and importance. 

The contemporary affairs club may be cut 
$1,400 for fiscal year 1994. 

Arthur Barlas, contemporary affairs club 
advisor said he strongly objects to the drastic 
reduction and has some questions about the 

$23,000 decrease in the SAF budget. 


-», Quality. vs. quantity: “A club can’t be 
judged by numbers,” Barlas said. “You have 
to look at quality. Our reduction eliminates 
our trip to the nation’s capitol which was 
important in exposing students to a political 
experience where they met the supreme court 
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Transfer students: 


One in eight junior college 
graduates go on to receive 
a four-year degree. 


Will YOU be that one? 


Spring 
Open House 


Saturday, March 27 and April 17, 


10 am.-2 p.m. 


Transcript evaluation 


Nichols College 


Center Road, Dudley, Mass. 


justice, the director of the CIA and senators. 
It is very sad for students.” 

The music and choral clubs, combined, 
may face a $700 total loss. The finance com- 
mittee said they suggested the two clubs 
merge because they were almost the same 
club but received two separate budgets. 

Michael Finegold, music and choral club 
advisor, said he thinks the mergence was a 
good idea and he sees the senates’ allocation 
to the club as fair. He said the cuts must be 
justifiable, but he is shocked that the club has 
been cut three years in a row. He said he 
assumes that if the club needed money, it 
could go to the senate in a state of emergency. 

Questionable: “No matter how much we 
make fund-raising, we end up with less each 
year,” Finegold said, “I do wonder where the 
$25,000 went. I would have liked to have 
seen a full disclosure, to see what happened 
behind the scene. Because from what I can see 
in my music courses, enrollment is up.” 

The Top Notch Players were cut to $7,300, 
down $800 from fiscal year 1993. Advisor 
Sue Sanders said that if the club’s appeal 
doesn’t go through, the quality of the show 
will unfortunately be affected. 

“We'll struggle in some areas, it will be 
tough,” said Micheal Gilstrap, drama club 
member. “We'll have to get down to more of 
a skeleton than we have in the past.” 

Other clubs with reduced budgets in- 
clude: the paralegal club with $800; the ra- 
diological technology club with $300; the 
American sign language club with $1300; the 
art club with $900 and a $100 Lawrence 
incentive; the LPN club with $300; the His- 
panic cultural club with $1000 and a $200 
Lawrence incentive; the dance club with 
$8,200; freshman nursing with $300; the 
future educators club with $800 and a $100 
Lawrence incentive; the television club with 
$300; the social club with $1,800 and a $300 
Lawrence incentive; and the ski club with 
$1,800 and a $200 Lawrence incentive. 

Hit hard: The office for students with 
disabilities (OSD), allocated $1,200 with a 
$600 Lawrence incentive, may take a $3,800 
cut from the fiscal year 1993. The finance 
committee said the training for faculty and 
staff and purchasing of equipment should be 
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In session 


funded by state college monies. 

Health services was allocated $23,397, 
but the funding for two secretarial positions 
and two nursing positions, that have been 
supported in the past, is deducted from its 
budget for next year. The finance committee 
recommended the positions be paid directly 
by the college. 

Book checks and childcare may not be 
funded by student activities because regula- 
tions from the state prohibit SAF to be used 
for financial aid and student loans. 

Haverhill’s student activities office budget 
was cut from $3,781 in 1993 to $3,100 in 
1994, but its payroll may increase by $11,864 
because of the salary increases and two new 
positions for the planned student pub. 

New addition: A similar office may be set 
up in Lawrence at the cost-of $4,700, includ- 
ing $2,000 for equipment and software. 

The student senate office accounts for 
both campuses were cut by $1,691. Of the 
cut, $750 was cut from the senate graduation 
dinner allocation. 

The total programming budget for both 


D. Fraser photo 
STUDENT SENATORS glance over their agendas before listening to club repre- 
sentatives give explanations for appealing their allocations. Athletic director 
Jack Hess with a group of team players, and ski club president Pete Torromeo 
also attended the March 10 student senate meeting. 


campuses, increased by $400, gives Lawrence 
$6,100 and Haverhill $15,300. 

The $8,700 allocation for the miscella- 
neous line, other-Haverhill and Lawrence 
includes $2,400 for student I.D.’s, $3,500 
for publications and handbooks and $1000 
for the class gift. 

Opportunity: A new line item, leadership 
training, was allotted $1,800. Signorelli said 
it can be used for students to reach out 
beyond the club structure to go to confer- 
ences, workshops and other activities. 

After the finance committee and student 
senate make the final decisions on the alloca- 
tions, the budget is sent to Signorelli, to the 
dean of administrative services and then to 
the president for final approval. From there, it 
is sent to the board of trustees the first week 
of May. 

Leftovers: The balance from ‘clubs no 
longer in existence is transferred into the SAF 
reserve, estimated at $14,000 this year. Money 
combined from the college van, the balance 
of WRAZ and the accounting club is esti- 
mated at $9,000. 


Regis College 
Transter Student Da 


Regis College 

College Hall 

Room 220 
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Clinton’s national service plan supported 


Student loan system may provide repayment through check deductions, community work 


By MARY HARRINGTON 
Observer Staff Reporter 


President Clinton’s proposed na- 
tional service program is aimed at 
making higher education accessible 
to more Americans by initiating a 
new federal student loan program. 

While the tuition-for-service pro- 
gram has received widespread sup- 
port, questions are being raised due 
to the outline’s omission of crucial 
operational details. 

“Clinton has proposed some 
things, but there is obviously no 
official proposal and regulations 
yet,” said Dick Pastor, director of 
Financial Aid and Services. 

When Congress passed the Re- 
authorization of the Higher Educa- 
tion Act of 1965 in July 1992, it 
approved a provision for a program 
of loan forgiveness to be proposed. 
Regulations to implement the law 
have not yet been issued. 

High hopes: The trial balloon 
floated by Clinton recently is his 
effort to make his mark, to try to do 
something that looks good, Pastor 
said. 

His plan proposes to make col- 
lege more accessible by reassigning 
the task of issuing college loans 
from the private sector to the fed- 
eral government and providing loan 
repayment options. 

The new federal student loan 
system would provide money di- 
rectly to colleges, which in turn 
would loan money to students. 
College and technical school gradu- 
ates could then choose to repay 
their debt through paycheck de- 
ductions based on income, or by 
working part or all of it off through 
national service. 


Guaranteed loans: Under the 
current system, loans provided by 
commercial banks are backed by the 
government. Billions of dollars in 
defaulted student loans have been 
paid in the last few years. Clinton 
hopes savings from the streamlined 
federal student loan system will help 
the estimated $10 billion cost of 
forgiving loans and providing sti- 
pends for students opting to pay off 
their debt through national service. 

Pastor said this plan was not 
proposed to save the government 
money. 

“When the Peace Corps was pro- 
posed, its purpose was to defer pay- 
ment of student loans while the 
person was active in it. This pro- 
gram will forgive loans; that’s a big 
difference,” he said. 

U.S. Representative Martin 
Meehan (D-Mass.), 5th District, 
supports the president on the initia- 
tive, said Patricia McCafferty, 
spokesperson. 

Merit credit: “It makes sense to 
allow everyone who is academically- 
qualified to pursue an education,” 
she said. “Money shouldn’t hinder 
their advancement.” 

While the Clinton administra- 
tion has not worked out how much 
money the program will cost, pro- 
viding the opportunity to receive a 
higher education will benefit soci- 
ety as a whole, she said. 

“The program will help stimu- 
late the economy by providing new 
careers and professions for people 
who will create new industry,” 
McCafferty said. “It is an invest- 
ment well worth it for the American 
people.” 

Positive results: U.S. Repre- 


“sentative Peter Torkildsen (R- 


Mass.), 6th District, said he sup- 
ports the concept whereby students 
can pay back loans through com- 
munity service, and he foresees fewer 
defaulted student loans asa result of 
the option to repay the loans 
through paycheck withholding. 

“National service is a necessary 
part of our country,” he said. 

Unfamiliar with the terms of the 
proposed federal student loan sys- 
tem, Torkildsen said he would need 
to investigate who could more ef- 
fectively provide opportunity for 
students to borrow money. 

“When government takes over 
private businesses, a bureaucracy is 
started, or an existing one must 
grow,” he said. “This will cost 
money and limit savings.” 

He said he does not endorse the 
proposed loan system at this time. 

Total commitment: U. S. Sena- 
tor Edward Kennedy (D-Mass.), 
released a statement in full support 
of the president’s proposal. 

“President Clinton’s plan sup- 
plies the indispensable ingredient of 
national leadership that has been 
missing for too long in the effort to 
rekindle the idea of service,” he 
said. “We will be a stronger and 
better country in the years ahead 
because community service is now 
receiving the high priority it de- 
serves.” 

Financial ald : “Pressure is on to 
decrease the deficit,” Pastor said. 
“This plan will cost money, so it 
won’t be implemented tomorrow.” 

A $15 million pilot project, 
scheduled to begin this summer, 
will train 1,000 people to run the 
program. Once the kinks are ironed 
out, Clinton expects the program 
to accommodate 100,000 students. 


Clinton’s national service plan 

President Clinton has unveiled his plan to help finance college 
students in return for national service. Clinton plans to phase in the 
program over four years, starting this summer with the creation of 
about 1,000 community service positions. Here is what the program 
would consist of: \ 


How it would work 


Anational fund would be set up to provide money for the program. 
Those who want a loan for college tuition could pay it off with one or 
two years of national service or repay the loan out of their incomes. 


@ Repaying with community service first and accrue credits 
service: People may serve a to attend college later. 

year or two, receiving a @ Repaying with income: 
stipend, health and child care People would be able to repay 
benefits when necessary, college loans by paying a small 
along with college loan percentage of their incomes 
assistance. People may do back into the loan fund. 


Where the jobs would be 


What type of jobs would be available through the national 
service program: 

@ Health services 

Bi Tutoring 

i Community police 


@ Pollution cleanup/recycling 
@ Environmental corps 


How much it would cost... 
Clinton plans to spend $7.4 billion over four years on the program, 
$15 million of which would come from his short-term economic 

stimulus package. 


@ Program cost: The first year, 
$400 million would go into the 
program. The amount would grow 
to $3.4 billion in fiscal year 1997. 
wi Cost per student: About 
$18,000 annually, including 
service job stipend and loan 
forgiveness. 


. ..and how many students it 
would help : 


@ The first year: About 25,000 | 
youths would be participating | 
at first. 

@ Over four years: About 
100,000 national service 
positions would be created. 
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Assault-from page 1 


student. “At 3 p.m., I check under and inside 
my car before I go in. Security isn’t there 
when you need it. This campus is too big to 
have such small security.” 

Brown said security is an issue being ad- 
dressed, but it’s not the only answer. 

“Tf we hired 15 security guards, there still 
wouldn’t be enough for one security guard in 
every hall. And my question to you is: What is 
a reasonable amount of security in an educa- 
tional institution, to accomplish the goal ofa 
safe campus.” 

Safety first: He urged the campus com- 
munity to make suggestions to President 
John R. Dimitry and himself on how to 
prevent similar crimes. In a memo, Dimitry 
said the administration will look into setting 
up an escort service for students entering the 
parking lot, based on models in place at some 
urban colleges. A series of lectures, work- 
shopsand seminars on violence againstwomen 
and self-defense will be developed, he said. 
Dimitry said he will take steps to ensure the 
college community is informed of such mat- 
ters in a more timely fashion in the future. 

Most of the college community learned 
about the incident from the Wed., March 10, 
edition of the Gazette. During the meeting 
with Brown, many faculty and staff members 
expressed their rage over not being informed 
of the crime earlier. Brown said he learned of 
the report at about 9 a.m. on the morning 
before the article came out, from an NECC 
counselor who gota phone call from another 
counselor off campus, asking about how the 
woman could withdraw from courses without 
penalty. 

Not Informed: One woman was applauded 
by the audience after saying, “I think, ulti- 
mately, the issue is that the communication 
from the college was horrible - period.” 

Brown conceded the point, and said he 
will work to improve communications, but 
also explained that because the matter was 
still under investigation, the police weren’t 
willing to divulge much information to con- 
firm what he had heard at the time. 

Others at the meeting asked about of the 
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possibility of NECC’s Haverhill campus be- 
coming more like its Lawrence counterpart, 
which is enclosed by fences, with its one point 
of entrance observed from a guard shack. 

Different scenarios: Anthony J. D’Amico, 
president of Merrimack Valley Guard Service, 
Inc., the firm contracted to provide security 
for the Haverhill campus, said Haverhill, en- 
compassing about 42 acres, and Lawrence, 
with roughly two acres, can’t be compared. 

Captain Gino Matozzi, head of Haverhill 
campus security, said it would take hundreds 
of thousands of dollars to fence in the Haver- 
hill campus. 

“Fences and locks only keep honest people 
out,” D’Amico said. 

Brown said tighter security can be a trade- 
off with having a more open educational 
environment. 

“For as long as the college has been here, 
the philosophy has been complete openness,” 
he said. “And I personally advocate that.... 
But I think with this occurrence, we have got 
to look at that and see what more has to be 
done. And maybe it will mean some limita- 
tions, which is really a loss of freedom, for the 
protection as a whole.” 

Evening students are being asked to limit 
their own freedom in the use of parking lots. 
Brown said fliers will be distributed to the 
vehicles not parked in the C-Building or 
library parking lots in the evening, asking 
motorists to use the two lots that will be 
patrolled the heaviest. 

Although the kidnapping and rape inci- 
dent heightened awareness of violent crime 
on campus, other incidents have revealed a 
general problem with tolerance of others at 
NECC, Brown said. 

Diversity: “While you are all here, I don’t 
think we should be looking at this incident 
unto itself,” he said. “I have been concerned, 
and I think most of you have been concerned, 
with the tolerance of this campus between 
majority and minority groups, with the issue 
of people’s personal life-styles, whether they 
have purple streaks in their hair or leather 
jackets or be lesbians or whatever. 


S. LaChance photo 
SECURITY GUARD A. Gendron scans 
the parking lot from C-Building’s roof. 


“T think we also have a second issue, in 
developing tolerance for the other person, 
providing they don’t interfere with our own 
rights.... Now I’m not trying to get off this 
issue, but I’m trying to make the focus a little 
bit broader, because I think we need some 
discussion in those other areas also.” 

NECC has been relatively free of violent 
crimes over the years, but they have risen 
lately. The Haverhill Police Department be- 
gan logging crime on computers in 1990, 
when records show no violent crime reported 
then, or in 1991. In 1992, two assault and 
batteries were reported, one simple and the 
other aggravated. 

Warning signs: With less than four months 
down in 1993, two violent crimes have been 
reported to the police already, one the kid- 
napping report, and the other an assault and 
battery with a dangerous weapon, an unre- 
lated incident that happened the same day of 
the alleged kidnapping. 

Elizabeth Gerena filed a security incident 
report on the assault and battery, and also 
reported it to local police. She said a woman 
approached her, asked if her name was Eliza- 


beth, and upon confirmation, punched her in 
the face, threw her to the ground and kicked 
her in the face and stomach. ; 
Other incidents aren’t reported to the 
police, but to campus security alone. A report 
history was not available by the time of pub- 


* lication, but several incidents that occurred 


demonstrate an increasing potential for vio- 
lence. 

Rage: On March 3, a student put his fist 
through a window on the 3rd floor of the C- 
Building, after a fight with his girlfriend. He 
told security that he and his girlfriend were 
yelling at each other when an instructor asked 
if everything was all right. 

In his statement, he said, “The teacher 
first came up to my face and put his hand all 
over, so I pushed him away and asked him 
‘you or the glass?’ so I hit the glass. I felt the 
old man was too old to be hit.” 

Security is now investigating a “stalking- 
type” complaint from a student, which is the 
second incident of this nature this year. Oth- 
ers include the alleged harassment of two 
lesbian students, who have filed charges against 
one student involved in an incident in which 
a crowd of students reportedly crowded 
around one of the lesbians, chanting, “Dyke, 
Dyke, Dyke!” 

Dimitry said the unusually tough winter 
weather and bad economic times may be 
responsible for the recent outbreak of violent 
and potentially violent incidents, but attributes 
the larger trend to a more insidious phenom- 
enon. . 

Decline:. “Society is changing,” he said. 
“It’s been going on for decades. It sounds 
pessimistic, but it’s engaging in classic signs 
of decadence: violence, self-destructive be- 
havior.” 

He gave some tips on how students can 
avoid the danger. 

“Walk in groups to your cars,” he said in 
the memo. “Have your keys in hand and 
ready. Check the back seat before stepping 
into the car. Call security immediately if you 
notice something unusual or notice some- 
thing is wrong. Gino Matozzi, our chief of 
security, can be reached at extension 3689 
and our superintendent of buildings and 
grounds, Edward Sheehan, at 3981. In an 
emergency, you should dial extension 2222.” 


Haiti’s problems 
difficult to solve 


Clinton hit for reversing refugee stand 


By CHRIS McBRIDE 
Observer News Editor 


Since Columbus’ days of discovery, the island 
of Hispaniola has often been in a state of 
political and economic unrest and confusion. 

Five centuries have passed and Hispaniola 
has been divided into two countries, the 
Dominican Republic to the East, and Haiti to 
the West, the latter being the poorest in the 
Western hemisphere, where little has changed 
since Columbus’ time. 

On Sept. 30, 1991, Haiti’s first demo- 
cratically-elected president, Jean-Bertrand 
Aristide, was overthrown in a bloody military 
coup. This forced thousands of Haitians to 
take to the seas in an effort to reach the 
United States. 

Action taken: The United States, along 
with the Organization of American States 
(OAS), responded by imposing an economic 
blockade and has yet to officially recognize 
the government of Prime Minister Marc Bazin, 
who seized power after a coup. 

“The blockade is not working; it hurts the 
poor people, the rich are not hurt at all, and 
the government does not care about the 
people,” said Marc Celestin, electronics, com- 
puter option major and Haitian immigrant. 

Celestin was forced to flee Haiti four years 
ago because of his opposition to the Duvalier 
regime, which held power from 1957 to 
1986, ruthlessly ruling the predominately 
black, French-speaking Caribbean country. 

“T had to leave; my friend Jean was killed 
at the voting center,” Celestin said. “We 
wanted to vote for Gerard Gourge. He wanted 
to get all of Duvalier’s men still in power out. 
He wanted revenge and so did we, but after 
the Tonton Macoutes (Duvalier‘s secret po- 
lice) killed the people at the voting center, the 
election was canceled, and I had to hide 
because I was afraid they (Tonton Macoutes) 
would come after me.” 

Nov. 24, 1987 was intended to be the date 
of Haiti’s first democratic election, which was 
canceled because gunmen, believed to be 
Tonton Macoutes, massacred would-be vot- 
ers in a Port-au-Prince voting center. 

Almost 18 months have passed since 


Balance of nature? 


Anti-fur groups call animal treatment inhumane 


Aristide was ousted, and though the number 
of boat people has subsided, the OAS has not 
been able to restore the country’s president. 

Refugee problem: Thirty-six thousand 
Haitians took to the seas from November 
199] through May 1992 forcing then Presi- 
dent Bush to sign into law Executive Order 
12807 granting the U.S. Coast Guard power 
to forcibly return suspected illegal aliens to 
their hailing country without a hearing by the 
Immigration and Naturalization Service 
(INS). 

Many Americans were outraged by the 
Bush immigration policy, stating it was preju- 
diced toward Haitians. 

“The policy is definitely prejudiced,” said 
Anne Lazslo, professor, department of his- 
tory and government. “Cubans are openly 
admitted but Haitians are not. It’s no coinci- 
dence that most Cubans are white.” 

Celestin agrees with Lazslo. 

“Take Yugoslavian refugees. They are 
welcomed with open arms, so are Asians, but 
they (INS) say that Haitians are economic 
immigrants.” 

Timothy Whelan, deputy district director, 
INS, confirmed Celestin’s beliefs. 

“We (INS) believe that most of the Hai- 
tians who attempt to gain admittance into the 
United States are economic immigrants and 
not refugees,” he said. “Haiti’s the poorest 
country in the this hemisphere. This is not a 
good enough reason for the United States to 
provide refuge to them. What are we sup- 
posed to do? There are countries in Africa 
worse off than Haiti. Are we supposed to tell 
the Somalians and Ethiopians, ‘sorry but you 
live too far away. We can’t help you?’” 

Change of heart: When President Clinton 
was candidate Clinton, he vowed to change 
the immigration policy leading many Hai- 
tians to believe once he was elected president, 
changes would take place right away. 

Whelan said he thinks Clinton will make a 
few changes in the Bush policy, butit will take 
time because of complications and the fear of 
another Mariel. 

The Mariel boat lift of 1980 saw 25,000 
Cubans take to the seas when former Presi- 
dent Carter opened the “immigration flood 
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gates,” sending shock waves through south- 
ern Florida, which was in no way prepared to 
absorb such an influx of refugees. 

“The difference between Haiti and Cuba 
is the distance,” Whelan said. “ Mariel is only 
90 miles from Florida, while Haiti is 600. If 
the president changed the policy a similar 
number of Haitians would attempt the jour- 
ney to the United States and thousands would 
die.” 

Lazslo agrees. 

“Tt’s a very complicated topic for Clinton 
and the Supreme Court,” she said. “I feel 
Americans are more sympathetic toward the 
Haitians than in the past because the media 
and the government openly covered the Hai- 
tian problem. The best solution would ulti- 
mately be the return of Aristide to power.” 

Not a believer: “I never believed Clinton 
would change the policy on Haitians,” Celistin 
said. “I’ll be surprised if it ever happens; he 
just said it to get votes. The best thing would 
be for Aristide to return to power. That’s 
what the people want; they don’t want to 
have to leave their home.” 

Aristide, who received two-thirds of the 
popular vote in the February 1991 election, 
was toppled from power because, according 
to Celestin, he was for the people. 

“The rich were hurt by the radical policies 
he tried to pass. He was taking money away 
from them so they overthrew him,” he said. 

Military Involvement: “The American gov- 
ernment should send in the military and put 
Aristide back in power,” Celestin said. “It is 
the only solution. Once Aristide is in control 
of the country the military could leave. They 
do it in Somalia, why not Haiti?” 

Laszlo disagrees with the military inter- 
vention Celestin seeks. 

“There are not exact similarities between 
Somalia and Haiti,” she said. “Somalia is a 


humanitarian relief effort, and the country 
has no political system. Haiti does. If we send 
the military in, other countries would say 
‘There goes the United States interfering 
with another Latin American country’s affairs 
again.’ The best thing would be to work with 
other Caribbean nations, putting pressure on 
the government and pushing for Aristide’s 
return,” she said. 

AIDS policy: Celestin said a friend who 
tried to immigrate to the United States was 
told he tested positive for HIV and returned 
to Haiti, where he later found he was nega- 
tive. He says INS misdiagnosed his friend on 
purpose in order to prevent his entry into the 
country, a practice he said happens often. 

Whalen said there is no truth to these 
accusations, although it is possible someone 
without HIV could test positive. 

“It happensall the time,” he said. “People, 
not just Haitians, are tested positive only to 
find out later they are negative. The tests are 
not perfect. Mistakes happen all of the time, 
but no one is intentionally misled.” 

Whalen also said tests are done by the U.S. 
department of health and human services and 
not INS. 

Next move: “The laws on immigration are 
not prejudiced,” he said. “INS hasa hard time 
enforcing the laws without the tools we need. 
We need more money and employees to 
determine refugee status and cover our bor- 
ders. The United States accepts anyone who 
is persecuted against, or have reason to be- 
lieve they will be endangered if they are 
returned to their home land.” 

“This will not change because we cannot 
afford to open our doors and allow everyone 
looking to make a better living into the 
country,” he said. 

Celestin said all he wants is the opportu- 
nity for his people to come to this country if 
they are forced to leave Haiti. 

New problems arise: “The problem is still 
not solved even when you are allowed to stay 
in America,” Celestin said. “My brother was 
an engineer, when he came here, he had to 
work in a factory. He was never given a 
chance, so after three months I told him to 
quit. He quit and went back to Haiti.” 

“Most Haitians are unskilled and speak 
tittle English so they can’t make a living here; 
they are also black so they face racism, too,” 
he said. 

The Supreme Court will hear the Haitian 
Immigration case in the summer. 

What many, suchas Celestin, would like to 
know is whether the “Give us your tired, your 
hungry, your poor,” slogan is still true today, 
or has it changed to “Give us your white, your 
educated, your wealthy.” 


By JENNIFER MARKARIAN 
Observer Assistant Features Editor 


Fur coats, once viewed as a status 
symbol, are now being challenged 
by some who view it as a “twisted 
concept.” These groups can’t un- 
derstand why anyone would want 
to destroy any animal in order to 
wear their fur. 

“Animals are not made for hu- 
mans,” Peter Woods, fur campaign 
coordinator for People for the Ethi- 
cal Treatment of Animals (PETA), 
said. 

These animals are being treated 
inhumanly, especially when raised 
on fur farms. 

Untamed: “People think that 
it’s OK to buy because the fur is 
froma fur farm,” Woods said. “They 
lead terrible, terrible lives. You can 
not domesticate a fox or mink. They 
are wild animals caged with others 
and they fight, mutilate and canni- 
balize their own. They are even fed 
their own species.” 

Betsy Bird, research associate for 
Human Society of the United States 
(HSUS), said, “Minks are territo- 


rial animals; they spend half their . 


lives in water and when on a fur 
farm, they are only given water to 
drink. Fox are family-oriented; the 
same male fox will return to the 
same_ female and raise their pups 


together. Because of being restricted 
to cages, they experience a lot of 
stress which can be seen in their 
constant pacing.” 

People ‘in the fur industry raise 
the argument that without trap- 
ping, the “balance ofnature” would 
be thrown off. 

“The trappers stopped trapping 
beavers, which resulted in their over 
population,” Ben Lyons, manager 
of Weiner’s Furs in Lawrence, said. 
“The trout were unable to swim 
upstream due to the dams the bea- 
vers built which affected trees by the 
roots because they are under wa- 
tcr.2 

“They are a bunch of liars,” 
Woods said. “The sportsmen ma- 
nipulate the system by getting in- 
volved. These are the same indi- 
viduals who destroy the predators 
and blame the other animals for 
overpopulation.” 

Negligence: When the fur trap- 
pers begin the trapping, it takes 
approximately 31 target animals be- 
fore they ensnare one that can be 
used for their fur. These target ani- 
mals may. include household pets 
such as dogs and cats. 

There are some very large dis- 
crepancies over the percentage of 
animals raised on a fur farm to that 
being trapped. Weiner’s Furs said 


_that 90 percent of the fur industry 


comes from fur ranches and the 
other 10 percent are trapped. PETA 
said that 75 percent are wild and 25 
percent are from fur farms. HSUS 
says a lot of the trapping has been 
reduced in the past three years from 
approximately 17 million in 1986- 
87 to approximately 3.8 million in 
1990-91. 

“The animals are destroyed in 
inhumane ways,” Woods said. 

“The most humane way to kill, 
lethal injection, is too expensive for 
most fur farmers. The smaller ani- 
mals necks are broken and the large 
ones are either anally electrocuted 
or they are gassed,” Bird said. “They 
set up an enclosed cage and hook 
this up to a truck and the exhaust 
burns out their lungs.” 

Barbarity: Lyons said the ani- 
mals raised on fur farms are treated 
better than some children are. He 
says they have plenty of room and 
are not jammed in. Also, when they 
are ready to be killed, it is a painless 
procedure and they do not suffer. 

“How can he say that,” Wood 
said. “These animals have a clamp 
put around their mouth so they will 
not bite and then they stick a metal 
rod in their anus. It kills they animal 
from the inside out. Beavers who 
live in the water have special homes 
that have air pockets. These trap- 
pers put the traps under water, the 


beavers go into them and can’t get 
out. It takes them 20 minutes to 
drown.” 

No mess: “Animals raised for 
their fur are brutally killed in a very 
painful way, so no blood gets in 
their coats,” Robyn Aziz, health 
information management student 
at NECC, said. 

Animals being destroyed for their 
fur include the mink, raccoon and 
fox. Mink is the most expensive and 
bought because of its flat different 
shapes and colors. 

“Mink coats still have the ‘punch’ 
that it always has had—a power gar- 
ment-it carries a lot of clout. 

“Weiner’s has been in business 
for over 97 years,” Lyons said. “No 
one will handle a jacket that is made 
from an endangered species such as 


jaguar and leopard. The fur indus- 
try is very well-regulated, and every 
jacket must be labeled with the ori- 
gin of the animal.” 

If this is so, why is business de- 
clining along with the cost of mink? 
One can buy a mink jacket usually 
priced at $8,000 for $1,000-$2,000 
now. Furriers try to tell people that 
itis the economy, but there are facts 
that point to demonstrations and 
picketing. PETA just came back 
from Japan after following the fur 
industry there. HSUS believes there 
are other alternatives, and that the 
killing of any animal is unnecessary. 

“We are fighting a giant and 
winning,” Woods said. 

For more information, contact 
HSUS at (202) 452-1100 or PETA 
at (301) 770-7444. - 
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Cats win clemency 


Observer Features 


NECC staffer gives refuge, love to stray felines 


By SAMANTHA BUFFUM 
Observer Staff Reporter 


Some find home a sanctuary, a shelter from the cold, a place 
to receive love and understanding. But for the homeless, 
shelter and provisions often come from the land. 

Stray cats have found a place in the hearts of accounts- 
payable workers. 

Marie Burchell, accounting 1, comptroller’s office, has set 
aside her free time and money to care for these felines, 
providing the cats with food, housing, toys and even presents 
on Christmas. 

In need: “The cats showed up three to four years ago,” 
Burchell said. “We were outside playing catch during lunch 
when the ball landed in the bushes and the mother cat came 
at us screaming because we were playing too close to her 
kitten. We managed to catch the mother cat and found she was 
pregnant again. We took her to the vet’s, but the kittens did 
not survive the pregnancy.” 

It didn’t take long before another stray showed up, a gray 
and white cat, thought to bea male. It wasn’t until she started 
bringing the kittens over to the accounts-payable office when 
they were old enough to be fed that they realized this gray cat 
was a female. 

Burchell’s concern for the animals began in late fall. 

“They were outside hanging around, and it started getting 
to be winter time,” Burchell said. “I began to worry about 
them, so I started to feed them.” 

Chow time: The cats are on a schedule that does not 


interfere with Burchell’s job, with their feeding times at 7:45 
a.m. and 4:45 p.m. The felines are not abandoned when the 
office is closed. On weekends, she hasa girl come to the school 
to feed them. 

The cats each possess a personality of their own. Some are 
friendlier than others and don’t mind being patted. Others 
who have been mauled or abused tend to be shy around 
strangers and each other. 

“We have a little black kitten who is deaf and unable to 
associate with my other kittens,” Burchell said. “She is fearful. 
We think that she was mauled or abused which would explain 
her actions. We believe the deafness resulted from intentional 
harm afflicted on her.” 

Some of the cats have been given names. Manne, a brown 
tiger cat who showed up about a year ago, is not related to any 
of the other cats. Cutie Pie is a gray and white cat who 
mothered Macho Man, Crier, Charlie and Sparkle. Macho 
Man and Crier are the only two left out of that litter of four. 

Learning experience: Others who work in the office find 
peace in the cats’ presence and learn valuable lessons from 
watching them. 

Secretary Barbara Letelli said, “I can sit in here and watch 
them, or go outside and watch them. At first, I noticed one 
would try to take over the territory, and try to be the master, 
until it learned to share, which is a part of life. A lot of people 
buy animals and throw them out, and I think that’s how they 
ended up here.” 

Office workers believe the cats would probably starve to 
death in the winter if it wasn’t for Burchell’s care. 


Feline felicity 
S. Lachance photo 


MANNE SEEMS content living outside his 
benefactor’s office, in spite of brutal winter weather. 


Pat Vaillancourt, workshop coordinator, northeast worker 
assistance center, said, “I think it’s wonderful she cares for 
these cats. It’s very costly to feed them. A lot of these cats 
would starve and die in the winter. It’s real dedication on 
Marie’s part.” 
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NECC Observer — Your source for campus news 


News tips and story ideas are always welcome. Call ext. 2634 or 5849. 
Informing and entertaining you 16 times a year. 
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fSotite sa aot wets Boag 
Merrimack St. at S. Broadway, Route 28, Lawrence, MA 01843 


USED CAR OUTLET 


"92 DODGE DYNASTY 


V8, auto, air, pw/pl, tilt, cruise and more. 
Stk. #CD939 
Was $13,000 


7 TO CHOOSE FROM 
°92 DODGE SPIRIT or 


PLYMOUTH ACCLAIMS 


All have auto, air, stereo, def., low mi., Ex. 


Choose from a rainbow of colors while selection lasts. 


now _°9990 an 


"90 PONTIAC GRAND AM 
Spt. cpe., a real looker. Bucket 


seats, auto., ps/pb air, pw, lots more. 
Inc.1 yr/12k p.t. plan 


Stk.#P216 


’°90 DODGE D150 


Pick-up, auto, 8 cyl., 
bedliner. 
Was $9390 


Now $8477 


’°87 CHEVY IROC 


Auto., 8 cyl., all the toys, must be 
seen! 


Was $6990 


’°88 DODGE DYNASTY 


LE. Edition, practically every option 
available. Unbelievable condition. 
Was $8890 Stk.#125A 


Now $7980 


Full Luxui 
91 DODGE SHADO 


4 dr., auto, air, ps, clean 
Inc. 6/6k p.t. plan 
Stk.#P214 


Now $7950 


THE BEST 
DEALS 
IN TOWN 


Se Habla Espanol 
So. Broadway, Rte. 28 
Only 2 Miles from Andover/Rie. 495 
South Lawrence, MA 


now °9388 


Stk.#p1505 


Stk. #469A 


Now $5490 


0,8 


Sit here and there's no telling 
how far you'll go. 


ALL AT 
SAME 
PRICE 


’°87 HYUNDAI EXCEL 


4 Dr., Low mileage, auto.,one owner 
trade 
Was $4290 Stk.#520A 


Now $3500 


Good First Car 


A BUSINESS DEGREE FROM New HAMPSHIRE COLLEGE CAN REALLY 
GET YOUR CAREER MOVING. OUR ASSOCIATE’S, BACHELOR'S, AND 
MASTER'S DEGREE PROGRAMS GIVE YOU A COMPETITIVE EDGE THAT 
WILL PAY OFF BOTH NOW AND IN THE FUTURE. 


So CALL OUR SALEM CENTER TODAY AT (603) 893-9600, AND 


WE'LL HELP YOU GET GOING. 


(90 DODGE SPIRIT 


A real looker, auto., a/c, cass., x-clean 


and sharp. 
Was $7990 Stk.#P1510 


Now $6500 


A True Buy! 


’°89 DODGE COLT 


2 dr.,h/b, 5 speed, a/c, one owner 
trade. 


Was $4690 Stk.#520B 


Now $3995 


de 
Very Economic 


SERVING THE MERRGMACK WALLEY ANO SOUTHERN NH FOR OVER 35 YEARS: 


683-9591 


NEXT TERM BEGINS APRIL 26, 1993 


New HampsHiRE COLLEGE 


It's Where You're Going That Counts © 
SaLem CENTER # 19-A KEewaAYDIN Drive = SALEM, NH 03079 


(603) 893-9600 
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Observer Spe 


Eating 
beef 
costs 

in many 
ways 


By DEB DOWNING 
Observer Staff Reporter 


ile most people know eating less meat is 
ealthier, few realize the consequences in 
terms of the world hunger and the environ- 


ment. 

One of the first to draw attention to these facts was 
author Frances Moore Lappe in her book, Diet For a 
Small Planet. In 1971, Lappe documented the great 
waste of the world’s protein and caloric energy supply 
that results from feeding human-edible crops to food 
animals. 

An average piece of cropland used to produce food 
for direct human consumption feeds about 14 times as 
many people as the same piece of land would support if 
the crops are first fed to animals, who then are eaten by 
humans. 

Such waste is common in the United States and 
Europe, where fully half of all harvested acreage is fed 
to livestock. This includes 90 percent ofall corn, barley, 
oats and soybeans, 

World health: One does not have to adopt a totally 
vegetarian diet to have a major impact on world health. 
According to The Student Environmental Action Coa- 
lition in Berkeley, Calif, if Americans reduced their 
intake of meat by just 10 percent, the savings in grains 
would feed 60 million people, roughly the same num- 
ber who starve to death worldwide each year. 

Not only is a tremendous amount of land wasted 
because of growing feed for livestock instead of food for 
people, it goes further than that. The intensively chemi- 
cal-based agriculture used contributes to soil and water 
pollution and the depletion of groundwater reserves. 

Central and South America’s rain forests, the “lungs 
of the planet,” are being depleted at the rate of 80 acres 
per minute in order to supply the United States with 
cheap meat. With the cutting of these forests, plant and 
animal species are being wiped out. When people eat 
meat, they are consuming the air, the water, the land 
and the earth itself. 

In his book, The Vegetarian in You, author Billy Ray 
Boyd urges Americans to set an example for the rest of 
the world. 

Envy rich: “The poor always seem to envy and copy 
the rich; many poor countries are trying to live, eat and 
generally consume just like we in the over-industrial- 
ized countries do, However, it is literally impossible for 
the earth to support all her people at the wasteful 
consumption level we’re accustomed to. We have a 
great responsibility to stop setting such a bad example 
for the poor of the world to copy.” 

Boyd tells his readers that while charity begins at 
home, it certainly doesn’t end there. 

“To become a vegetarian is to take a stance against 
world hunger, species depletion and to help rebuild 
ecological balance,” he said. “We can think globally, eat 
locally, voting for the kind of world we want every time 
we shop.” 

Editor’s note: 

Deb Downing is a vegetarian. 
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Mature choices 
“We can think globally, eat locally, 


voting for the kind of world we want 


every time we shop.” 
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DESPERATELY SEEKING 


What do Albert Einstein and Madonna have in common? 
Vegetarianism. As evidence links chronic disease to animal products, 
many Americans are changing their eating habits. Vegetarians get 
complete nourishment from grains, legumes, fruits and vegetables. 

A look at the choice for a meat-free diet: 


What’s your type? 


Vegetarians fall into three 
types. None eat animal 
flesh. In order of strictness: 


J) Vegan: No __ 
Other famous vegetarians for heart 
products w Leonardo da Vinci gj Clara Barton | diabetes, 
m@ Michael Jackson ™ George pressure 
w Mahatma Gandhi Bernard Shaw | animal pr 


Lacto: Eat cholester 
milk, butter, 
cheese; 


no eggs 


@ k.d. lang 


resource: 
erosion, \ 
pollution ' 
Lacto-ovo: animalw. 
Eat all 
dairy 
products 
and eggs 


and Seve 
do notea 


Breaking old habits 
General guidelines for 
vegetarians: 

Wimit sweets, fatty foods, § 
“junk” foods 

Wat a variety of fruits, 
vegetables, whole grains, 
legumes including vitamin 
C sources (citrus, broccoli, 
cabbage, tomatoes) 


cheaper | 
stock, so 
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if you eat dairy, choose i ' ’ animals 1 
bo ora tal Rethinking what’s on your plate theinilie: 
imit egg yolks to 2 per Americans eat twice as much protein as they need, mostly from meat, a concentrated 
week source. A balanced vegetarian diet has protein in smaller doses from a variety of foods, Wastet 
Wegans should be sure half the fat, and more complex carbohydrates and fiber. Thauino 
Seacrest a The typical A balanced diet should provide: needed t 
American diet is: oz. steak 
| | (In percent of calories) 

cereal, supplement) : . ene eople.a 

Sn ; Cholesterol: 400-500 milligrams Cholesterol: None is necessary - pent 

Transition tips =a we 
Tips to help give up animal ae a eos fa Meat-c: 
: 40-50% : 
products: srioéitly 25% 10-30% connec 
FZ® Take control of The Corr 
DN your kitchen; Oxford P’ 
4 clean out under wa 
unhealthy ; a 
ingredients US. aim 
“ ition” China, w 
ae diet has 
tarian hot animal pr 
z shed arian ho In rate pe 
OS: males: 


Italian, Mexican, 
Chinese cuisine 
includes many 

meatless dishes 


Choose fast food 
carefully. Skip Colon 
the hamburger, cance 
head for the —s : 
salad bar cual 
Myths : 
Vegetarians eat “Starch” is Meat is the only source Vegetarians don’t Vegetarians have to 
chicken and fattening: Actually, of protein: Grains and get enough vitamins | carefully mix proteins 
fish: Vegetarians | carbohydrates are vegetables can supply all | and minerals: in each meal: A mixture 


don't eat: any low in fat. It’s the the protein we need. The Well-planned of proteins from plant 

animal accompanying dairy | key is variety and enough | vegetarian diets sources will naturally 

flesh products, such as calories to meet energy supply all complement each other 
butter, that are fatty | needs requirements over a day’s time 


SOURCES: Suzanne Havala, registered dietitian and nutrition advisor, Vegetarian Resource Group, Baltimore, Md.; Preventive Medicine Research Institute, UCSF.; Dr.De 
for Reversing Heart Disease” by Dean Ornish, M.D.; “Diet for a New America” by John Robbins; Division of Nutritional Science, Cornell University; Research by WENDY GC 
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asons people 
t eat meat 


‘Longer, healthier 
life: Vegetarians 

M® are at lower risk 
art disease, cancer, 
es, high blood 

ire and obesity; only 

| products contain 
terol and saturated fat 


‘© Environment: 

»@ Meat production 

me takes more 
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| waste 


Religious beliefs: 
ong others, 
millions of Hindus 
sventh Day Adventists 
eat meat 


ketbook: 
aising grain and 
_ vegetables is 
er than raising live- 
so it costs less to eat 
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Vegetarianism 


Reasons for not eating meat vary. 


By PENNY A. STARKS 
Observer Arts C® Entertainment Editor 


getarianism may seem like a recent addition to 

world-wide eating habits and a fad in the 

United States that grew out of the 60s and the 
hippy generations attempt to live peacefully with all 
living creatures. But the choice to refrain from eating 
flesh has been around for a long time. 

The Essene Gospel of Peace quotes Jesus as saying, 
“And the flesh of slain beasts in his body will become his 
own tomb. For I tell you truly, he who kills, kills himself 
and whoso eats the flesh of slain beasts eats the body of 
death.” 

Throughout history many famous people, including 
George Bernard Shaw, Henry David Thoreau and 
Mohandas Ghandi, have advocated a meat-free diet. 
Their reasons were many, including moral, spiritual and 
health-related. While the moral or spiritual vegetarians 
still hold their own in numbers, the number of people 
choosing vegetarianism for health reasons continues to 
grow since Americans find eating a healthy low-fat diet 
the best way to avoid heart disease. 

Not healthy: “I would say in general, meat is not a 
healthy food and it’s not environmentally friendly,” 
said Janet Beaty, N.D., of New England Center for 
Holistic Medicine, in Newbury. 

Beaty is a doctor of naturopathic medicine. 
Naturopathic doctors undergo the same training as a 
medical doctor in the first two years of medical school 
and change course for the last two. In the last half of 
school, the naturopathic doctor will focus on nutrition, 
preventive medicine, lifestyle, herbal remedies and 
more. 

“I’m an advocate for vegetarianism,” said Beaty, 
herself a vegetarian for 25 years. “I don’t push it on 
anyone, but I encourage it.” 

Specifically from a health point of view, she warns 
people that high animal fat diets are indicators in health 
problems like colon and breast cancer, heart disease and 
strokes. 

Meat problems: While a high animal fat diet con- 
tributes to certain disease, meat is also responsible for 
thousands of cases of food-borne diseases. 

A recent article from Mother Jones follows the pro- 
duction of beef from farm to fast food restaurants, the 
inadequate system of inspection and the problems 
contaminated meat cause. The article cites that more 
than 9 million Americans become ill from tainted food 
each year and about one-third of those cases of food 
poisonings come from eating beef or poultry. 

The root of this problem is poor inspection. The 
average plant processes over 300 cattle per hour which 
allows the federal inspectors to examine approximately 
three out of every 2,000 carcasses for contamination, 
Mother Jones says . 

“Inspection is only for visual problems like abscesses 
and defects,” said Joe Brinc, communication coordina- 
tor for the National Livestock and Meat Board in 
Chicago. 

Inspection: But Mother Jones indicates that inspec- 
tion happens so quickly “hydraulic fluid from leaking 
machines can drip on the meat, and contents of breached 
stomachs, manure balls, and hair are sometimes rolled 
in. Rust from overhanging beams flakes down onto the 
line. Flying cockroaches land on the meat.” 

While visible defects are not allowed to pass through, 
residues in the meat are barely checked. Approximately 
three percent of American meat is tested for growth- 
stimulating hormones, herbicides or insecticides which 
are either given to or sprayed around cattle in massive 
quantities. : 

“The residue levels of those types are insignificantly 
low,” said Brinc, adding that beef is extremely healthy 


»and will have a place in the American diet forever. 


Many vegetarians seek to escape these unnecessary 
health risks and ingestion of contaminants, while many 
refuse to eat animal flesh for moral reasons. 


Warning issued 


If people take the lives of or cause 
harm to any living creature ...pli- 
losophies such and Hinduism and 
Buddhism believe the repayment of 
that crime may come in another life. 


All for pleasure: “I was eating a Cornish hen when 
it occurred to me that this was a beautiful little bird,” 
said Diane Edstrom, part-time creative arts instructor. 
“Just so I can enjoy the taste, all for my pleasure, it’s life 
had to end.” 

Edstrom has been a vegetarian for about 10 years 
and feels more relaxed and happy with her choice. 

Some vegetarians believe the suffering of animals is 
too high a price to pay for physical enjoyment. In 
factory farms, animals endure pain through cramped 
conditions and inhumane treatment. 

The average chicken is confined to a 12 by 18 inch 
cage with four other hens. The cages are made of wire 
mesh to allow feces to fall through. With no ground to 
scratch and little room to move, their toenails and flesh 
sometimes grow around the wires. This sort of stress 
frequently results in aggressive behavior which prompts 
owners to cruelly slice off their beaks to prevent damage 


-to other birds. 


“T wouldn’t want my life restricted for someone 
else’s pleasure,” said Edstrom. “That’s what’s happen- 
ing to animals for the sake of human pleasure.” 

In pens: Chickens aren’t alone in the abusive treat- 
ment. Calves are confined in pens that allow virtually no 
movement and are fed iron-free diets to ensure tender 
veal. Cows brought to slaughter suffer fright and the 
jolt of electric prod to force them into chutes. 

Once there, they are stunned in one of three meth- 
ods and then bled to death. A cow may be stunned by 
asledgehammer, captive-bolt pistol (which either shoots 
a bolt through the muzzle causing a concussion or 
makes a hole fora wire that is inserted and moved about 
to destroy brain nerve centers) or electrical stunning. 
Typically, the cow is then suspended in the air by a leg 
and bled to death. : 

“It’sa sin to killa person; it’s wrong to kill mammals 
because they are like us,” Edstrom said. “There are lot’s 
of things that don’t deserve to be killed.” 

She feels people who are vegetarians for strictly 
health reasons have an open door, that without the 
moral conflict they may slip back to eating meat. She 
feels animals have rights too, and those rights should be 
respected. 

Perhaps most closely-related to the moral vegetarian 
is the spiritual. Many Eastern philosophies believe in 
karmic retribution. Karma is defined in the American 
Heritage Dictionary as the total effect of a person’s 
actions and conduct during the successive phases of his 
existence, regarded as determining his destiny. This 
belief can be loosely translated as “what comes around 
goes around.” 

Hinduism: If people take the lives of or cause harm 
to any living creature, including animals in this life, 


; 
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philosophies such and Hinduism and Buddhism be- 
lieve the repayment of that crime may come in another 
life. 

Well-known Buddhist, Roshi Philip Kapleau says in 
his book To Cherish All Life, that if people continue to 
kill animals for food and experimentation that this will 
be “adding to our already heavy burden of karma - a 
karma that one day we will have to expiate in a sea of 
blood and tears.” 

While many Americans rely solely on meat as a 
source of protein, it can be obtained from a variety of 
cruelty-free food including legumes, whole grains and 
tofu and for the vegetarian who consumes dairy prod- 
ucts, cheese and eggs. 

Very safe: “A vegetarian diet can be just as healthy 
as any other,” said a registered dietician from the 
National Center for Nutrition and Dietetics. “It’s very 
safe; people can get plenty of protein from eating 
proper foods like whole grains and beans.” 

She also indicated receiving enough iron, a mineral 
found in beef, shouldn’t be a problem for a vegetarian 
with a well-rounded diet. 

“There are a million reasons why I did it, but feeling 
good is just a fringe benefit,” Edstrom said. “If it’s 
good enough for Leonardo Da Vinci and Isaac Bashevis, 
it’s good enough for me.” 

It was good enough for Da Vinci who said, “Truly 
man is the king of beasts, for his brutality exceeds theirs. 
We live by the death of others. We are burial places!” 

Editor’s note: 

Penny Starks is a vegetarian. 
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Big dreamer 


Student strives for success 
among world’s Elite models 


By NEB STOJKOVIC 
Observer Sports Editor 


Cindy Crawford once said she wanted to be a 
model since childhood. The Elite modeling 
company made her dreams come true, and 
now she is one of the world’s top models. 

Yadiris Gonzalez, a 19-year-old computer 
science student from Lawrence, aims for her 
dreams just as Crawford did. 

Gonzalez is also an Elite modeling com- 
pany member at the branch in Boston, as part 
of a 20-week training program. 

Working at beauty: “They teach me how 
to walk, pose, smile, wear make-up, speak, eat 
nutritious food and other important things,” 
Gonzalez said. 

Rules such as no smoking, drinking, eat- 
ing after 8 p.m., and not wearing make-up 
except on the scene (because it can ruin the 
skin), now regulate her daily life, she said. 

Gonzalez said she always dreamed of be- 
coming an actress or model, but her parents 
opposed it because they thought it would do 
more damage than good to her. 

Now, when her parents see her on TV 
commercials for the Metro Media beeper, she 
said they are proud. 

The chosen: There is a reason to be proud 
of Gonzalez. Just recently, producer Robert 
Knoll from Vaineland Studios in Hollywood, 
Calif., selected her and 11 other women from 
a field of over 300 contestants vying for an 
Ivory Soap commercial. The ad will not ap- 
pear in the media, bur it will be a presentation 
of Gonzalez’ work to other managers inter- 
a in the modeling and advertising indus- 


Determined 


“Lots of people call me a big 
dreamer, but I know my 
potential and I will succeed,” 
Gonzales said. “It 1s impor- 
tant to believe in yourself.” 


“Right now, I cannot do anything outside 
of Elite, because of my contract with them,” 
she said. “After those 20 weeks of training, I 
will either stay with them or work for other 
companies. I’m still undecided.” 

She plans to improve by taking acting 
classes at NECC. They will help her resumé 
when applying for modeling or acting jobs, 
Gonzalez said. 

In 10 years, she sees herselfas a famous and 
financially well-situated woman involved in 
either acting or modeling. 

Ambition: “Lots of people call me a big 
dreamer, but I know my potential and I will 
succeed,” she said. “It is important to believe 
in yourself.” 

Gonzalez dedicates her free time to her 2- 
year-old daughter and boyfriend, Johnny. 
It’s difficult to be a full-time student, go to 
classes for modeling, and take care of her 
child, but it will pay off, she said. 

Mark Morrison, Gonzalez’ classmate and 
partner ina play the class practiced this semes- 
ter, said she is talented, has a good personality 
and isn’t shy. He thinks she has what it takes, 
and this will take her far. 


Natural beauty 


File photo 


LOOKING GOOD appears easy for Yadiris Gonzalez, now learning how much work 
modeling can be during 20 weeks of training at the Elite modeling company. 


ASL club promotes deaf culture awareness 


It pays to advertise in 
the NECC Observer, 


A National Pacemaker Award- 
mupning Newspaper 


Call Sam or Judy at 374-3900, ext, 2684. 
for a rate sheet roday 


The Co-op Advantage 
+ YOU 
= JOBS 


Refer a friend to Co-op and 
receive a free gift ! 


For more information, call 374-3722 
or visit the Co-op Office, C-310 


Advice on job search and resumé writing 


By TOMMY ENCARNACAO 
Observer Staff Reporter 


American Sign Language Club (ASLC) mem- 
bers strive to improve communication be- 
tween the hearing and the hard of hearing. 

“The past 10 years have been very positive 
for NECC students, both on and off cam- 
pus,” said Bill Huston, club co-adviser, coor- 
dinator and interpreter training. 

Each year, the ASLC sponsors a number of 
guest speakers and performers. Club mem- 
bers all serve as advocates of deaf culture. 

Ignorance: “The hearing community 
knows little or nothing about deaf culture and 
society,” president Kris Warwick said. “We’re 
trying to show people there is much to gain 
from the deaf community.” 

The club brings guest speakers for its well- 
attended functions. 


“We have had many sold-out workshops, 
and when people leave the lectures or the 
workshops, they are always glad they came,” 
Huston said. “It’s a win-win situation for 
everybody.” 

Most of the club members are students 
enrolled in the interpreter training program. 
With the club’s help, the students raise money 
needed for the program’s resource lab. 

“We’re not only raising money for our 
education, but the education of future stu- 
dents,” Warwick said. 

Good cause: Club-organized fund-raisers 
are held on campus to generate money for 
guest speakers and lab equipment. Sponsors 
from around the state also donate funds to the 
program. 

Meetings are held Mondays from 11 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. in C-303 or C-304. All are welcome 
to attend. 
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Neil Simon comedy starts soon 


Top Notch Players to perform play exp 


By PENNY A. STARKS 
Observer Arts & Entertainment Editor 


h | eil Simon’s play, Brighton Beach 
Memoirs comes to NECC. The Top 
Notch Players will perform this piece 

from April 1-3. All shows open at 8 p.m. with 

two performances on April 3, including a 

matinee at 2 p.m. 

’ An autobiographical play, Brighton Beach 
Memoirs delves into the life of one family 
during the Depression. 

Hard times: “It’s about family relation- 
ships and about people trying to cope during 
the Depression,” Susan Sanders, theatre co- 
ordinator said. 

Sanders always liked the play and feels it 
offers a chance for students to gain a perspec- 
tive for the historical roles ofmenand women. 

The comedy opens in Brighton Beach, 
N.Y. in September 1937. Eugene Jerome 
stands outside playing imaginary baseball while 
annoying his family. 

He lives with his mother Kate, father Jack, 
brother Stanley, Aunt Blanche, and cousins 
Nora and Laurie. Blanche’s husband died, 
leaving them penniless and dependent on 
Eugene’s family. Though they struggle finan- 
cially, they feel they must care for Blanche and 
her family. 

Financial woes: The play revolves around 
their everyday lives. Stanley, played by Frank 
Smith, works to help support the family, but 
frequently loses his money gambling or to 
women. Jack, played by Tom Duggan, works 
hard as a provider and moral figure while his 
wife Kate, played by Debbie MacKenzie, 
struggles with the daily chores of running a 
household. 

Eugene, played by George Forte, provides 
some of the funniest moments. He frequently 
turns to the audience offering his perspective 
ofa situation or telling the outcome ofa fight 
or discussion. In these moments, the audi- 
ence sees the comic mind of this almost 15- 
year-old boy. 


Play Preview 


He bothers his mother, takes the brunt of 
the chores (because his cousin Laurie, played 
by Kelly Steele, has a heart “flutter”), and 
lusts after girls. All he wants to see is a naked 
girl, preferably his cousin, Nora, played by 
Holly Cullen. But, for now, sneaking peeks at 
her legs at the dinner table will have to do. 

Blackmail: In fact, he becomes quite good 
at bribing Stanley into telling him of his 
experiences with girls and getting pictures. If 
there’s a chance to see a naked girl, Eugene 
will find it. 

The comedy possesses some hilarious 
moments of family life, experiences that any- 
one can relate to. It also revives a period in 
history far different than now. 

“The play shows the roles that women 
were stuck with,” Sanders said. 

She feels the play honestly displays how 
women were more protected then, and that 
men were put in a strenuous position caring 
for them. 

This comedy successfully mocks family life 
and still shows how far people have come. 
The story entertains and amuses and makes 
the admission cost, $4 for the general public 
and $3 for students, worth the price. 


Family comedy 


“It’s about family relation- 
ships and about people trying 
to cope during the Depres- 
ston,” said Susan Sanders, 
theatre coordinator. “The play 
shows the roles that women 
were stuck with.” 


loring life during the Depression 


spr te ar mn 


Break a leg 
D. Fraser photos 


TOP NOTCH Players Holly Cullen and 
Dina Owen, above, go nose to nose as 
they run through a rehearsal of Neil 
Simon’s autobiographical Brighton 
Beach Memoirs, while Frank Smith 
and Tom Duggan, left, brush up on their 
roles for the play opening next month 
at NECC. 


Triumph, love dominate in foreign films 


By PENNY A. STARKS 
Observer Arts @ Entertainment Editor 


Foreign films seem to sit on the video store 
shelves collecting dust while people choose 
movies that may require less attention. 

Subtitles may frighten some folks — just 
imagine actually having to read while watch- 
ing a video. Despite this extra effort, some 
amazing films come in foreign languages. 
These films do have sub-titles, but the fabu- 
lous story-lines make the mild chore of read- 
ing seem effortless. 

Europa Europa: This 1990 film spans the 
life of Solomon Perel, a Polish Jew who 
survived World War II. In this true story, 
Perel escapes the Holocaust by posing as a 
Nazi youth. 

In 1938, Perel’s parents send him and his 
brother, Isaac, to the Soviet Union to escape 
the inevitable invasion of Poland by the Nazis. 
On the trip over, the brothers get separated 
and Solomon ends up in a school that sup- 
ports Stalin. 

When the Nazis invade the Soviet Union, 
Solomon declares himself a full-blood Ger- 
man. 

The Nazis believe him and take him into 
the army as an interpreter because he speaks 
fluent Russian. Thinking he is an orphan, a 
superior officer offers to adopt him and sends 
him to a Nazi boys school in Germany. 

Perel attends school and pretends to sup- 
port the Nazis, all the while fearing for his life, 
should he be discovered. 

Each moment could reveal his secret, 
making the film suspenseful. He lives among 
the so-called “superior” race, as those around 
him claim they could “smell a Jew” for miles. 
The boy suffers each day, hoping and waiting 
for the Nazis to lose the war. 

This film takes a unique view of World War 
II. Viewers can see inside Nazi Germany 
through the eyes of a free Jew. 

The film is rated Rand lasts 115 minutes. 


Vintage Video 


The real Solomon Perel puts in an appearance 
at the end of the film in a moving conclusion. 

Cinema Paradiso: This Academy Award 
winner for Best Foreign Language Film in 
1989 portrays the moving relationship be- 
tween a young boy and an older movie theater 
owner. 

Salvatore loves movies. His young life, 


though filled with chores around the house 
and in the church, revolves around the films 
that come to his little Italian town. 

He constantly sneaks into the projection 
room, bothering Alfredo and stealing little 
clips of film. 

Alfredo owns the theater and always chases 
away the little nuisance. One day, however, 
Alfredo agrees to teach Salvatore how to run 
a movie house. Their friendship grows and 
the two continually learn from each other and 
share experiences. 

Alfredo helps Salvatore with his love life 
and tells wonderful stories, though some of 
them hardly make sense. The day comes when 
Salvatore must leave his small town and serve 
in the army. Upon his return, Alfredo tells 


There’s only one way to travel— 


The Rite Way! 


See us for the best packages and rates on 
Cruises ° Day Trips * Packages 


Let the experts at Rite Way make your getaway pleasurable and effortless, Our 
years of experience assure you the finest in travel and hotel accommodations. 


Rite Way Travel 


“Let us make your dreams come true” 


319 Merrimack St. 
Methuen, 682-3245 
In MA, 800-244-7570 


Mon. - Fri. 9 to 9 
Sat. 10 to 5 
Sun. closed 


Salvatore to go and make his way in the world. 

“I’m tired of hearing you talk,” he says. “I 
want to hear people talk about you.” 

Salvatore leaves and never looks back, as 
Alfredo tells him to do. He leaves and achieves 
success making films. 

For 30 years, he grapples with his guilt and 
feelings of desertion until he receives a mes- 
sage from his mother calling him bt» k home. 
He returns to face his old ghosts d finds a 
precious gift awaiting him. 

This film lasts 121 minutes anc :xplores a 
most wonderful relationship. A r¢ ationship 
like this, filled with love and caring, rarely 
appears between actual father and son. The 
film contains both comedy and sorrow and 
shouldn’t be missed. 
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Service 
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Complete Auto 
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Family movies 
make comeback 


New Disney film ventures into world 
of African poachers, desert survival 


By DON TAHAN 
Assistant Arts > Entertainment Editor 


Far Off Place is a new, live-action 
adventure film from Walt Disney 
Pictures. 

Following the box office hit Alladin, A 
Far Off Place takes place in the vast wilder- 
ness of Africa. 

Filmed in two of the most remote coun- 
tries on the continent, Zimbabwe and 
Namibia, the wildlife and picturesque land- 
scape together are enough to keep viewers 
glued to their seats. But there’s also an inter- 
esting plot that goes along with this gorgeous 
setting. 

Dangerous choice: Nonnie Parker, played 
by Reese Witherspoon, is a teenage American 
living with her parents on a small plantation 
deep within the heart of Africa. She wants to 
join her friend, Col. Mopani Theron, played 
by Maximilian Schell, on his perilous missions 
hunting poachers. But given her young age 
and lack of experience, her father forbids her 
to join, fearful of violent confrontations with 
poachers. 

In the midst of her depression, she meets 
Harry Winslow, played by Ethan Randall, a 
New York City teenager forced to spend his 
vacation in Africa with his father. 

After their explosive introduction (see the 
film and you’ll know why it’s explosive), the 
two don’t exactly become pals. Their differ- 
ences in culture and upbringing leaves view- 
.ers with the impression that the two ulti- 


‘mately sdespisexeach other; but-in time, it-is » 
Jevelops.a-complex forthe» 


rugged Nonnie. 
_ Nonnie, on the other hand, characterizes 
Harry as a complete stranger to the land, one 
who feels. no compassion for Africa and its 
people. ..5 5 

* Tension: Fhe plot begins one evening 
when Harry follows Nonnie sneaking out of 
her house. Apparently, Nonnie seems to be 
doing a little poacher hunting on her own. 

Instead of finding poachers, they find 
Nonnie’s bushman friend Xhabbo, wounded 
from arecent battle with a tiger. Théy retreat 
to a cave, assisting Xhabbo with his wounds, 
and decide .to spend the night. 

While Harry and Xhabbo sleep, Nonnie 
strolls back to her house. There, she finds her 
slaughtered parents and Harry’s father, killed 
by poachers who found their family a nui- 
sance to their illegal operation. 

Nonnie returns to the cave and delivers 
the news to her friends. After some mourn- 
ing, they decide their only choice is to travel 
across the thousand mile-wide wasteland of 


Movie Review 


the Kalahari Desert, with hopes of reaching 
the next town to contact Mopani. 

As the movie continues, the plot evolves. 
Will they survive the wretched desert climate 
that awaits? Who is responsible for the deaths 
of their parents? Will Mopani be able to find 
the kids and the killer? 

Character insights: As they trek across 
the vast ocean of sand, the three begin to learn 
about their inner selves. Their fears, courage, 
unity and friendship all evolve as the journey 
continues. 

The desert becomes their main concern, 
where they battle starvation, dehydration and 
nature. A definite transformation occurs in 
each character, resulting in their ability to 
survive, physically and mentally. 

Director Mikael Salomon incorporates 
these strong emotional assets of the charac- 
ters in a way that makes the viewer feel closer 
to the performers. 

His emphasis on the African culture is 
revealed through Xhabbo, where viewers are 
shown the close relationship between man 
and nature, a tone present throughout the 
film. 

Without Xhabbo, Harry and Nonnie would 
unlikely survive their quest. Without Xhabbo’s 
close relationship to the land and animals of 
the country, he, too, would perish. 

“Poaching is the modern context of and 
framework for the story which is really about 
the emotional growth to. maturity of the 
characters,” producer-Elain Serper said. 

A crew of 160 shot the film on location in 
the Namib Desert, becoming the first movie 
allowed filming rights there. 

Aside from the filming equipment and 
supplies, a cast of animals had to be brought 
on location. 

Thirteen elephants, 19 dogs, five lions, 
three vultures, one ostrich and assorted in- 
sects were used, all of which were organized 
by animal coordinator Ann Olivecrona from 
Kenya. 

She obviously had her hands full. 

Original work: The movie is based on the 
books A Far Off Place and A Story Like The 
Wind, written by Sir Laurens van der Post. To 
present a stronger film, the filmmakers de- 
cided to change the main character of these 
books from a boy to a girl. 

The story updated the antagonists from 
mercenaries to animal poachers. 

“Everybody these days is very concerned 
about the ecology and the environment,” 
Salomon said. “Every day during the shoot, 


Far trek 


A. Bannister photo 


WITH NOTHING but their wits and the guidance of a Bushman, two teenagers set 
out across the yawning expanse of the desolate Kalahari desert. 


we heard about rhinos and elephants being 
poached and killed. The more awareness cre- 
ated about this problem, the better.” 

The movie is rated PG and is now playing 
at selected theaters. 

Special: As an added bonus, a special 
cartoon by Walt Disney and Steven Spielberg 


is shown prior to the film, titled Trail Mix- 
Up. 

The cartoon includes the moronic Roger 
Rabbit, Baby Herman and the sensuous Jes- 
sica on a far fetched, outdoor adventure. 

It’s a definite bonus that can only be seen 
with A Far Off Place. 
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Sponsored by the Student Affairs Committee 
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New film pushes political, social boundaries 


By BILL BURKE 
Observer Managing Editor 


Everything is not as it seems in the power- 
fully-haunting world of The Crying Game. 

Originally released as a small art-house 
film, it was recently nominated for a number 
of Academy Awards. This, in turn, brought 
about a windfall of publicity, and The Crying 
Game then received wide-spread release. With 
this notoriety came the requisite, and now 
infamous, ad-push, urging the public not to 
give away the film’s “secret.” 

Yes, there is a secret, or rather, an unex- 
pected plot twist. This film, however, is much 
more than the flawed practice of assigning a 
gimmick to boost cash flow. 

A mystery: Without giving away “the 
secret,” or committing a heresy of the highest 
order, The Crying Game is about a man’s 
struggle to come to grips with himselfand the 
enigmatic world around him. 

Steven Rea is a talented actor whose range 
becomes evident early in the film. Rea por- 
trays an IRA operative involved in kidnapping 
a British soldier outside of a Belfast fair. 

The soldier is played by Forrest Whitaker 
(Good Morning Viet Nam) ina moving, elec- 
trifying and convincing performance. The 
exchange between Rea and Whitaker is a gut- 
wrenching exercise in emotional manipula- 
tion on the part of both actors. 

The fact that Rea has fallen in with a band 


Movie Review 


of blood-thirsty and politically-driven terror- 
ists becomes evident, as he goes through 
some emotional soul-searching, while strug- 
gling to remain true to his ideological ties. 

Effective ambiance: The claustrophobic 
atmosphere is smothering as Rea and Whitaker 
wrestle with the fact that the outcome of the 
situation is all but preordained. As the two 
become familiar with one another, the politi- 
cal “enemies” come to an agreement that will 
forever change both their lives. 

When the final order comes down, the 
true power of Whitaker’s acting ability be- 
comes obvious. He slips from one emotional 
extreme to another, taking the viewer on a 
ride that is difficult to shake, long after the 
movie has ended. 

This is where the movie sets out on its true 
course. The path, to borrow a phrase, is the 
one less traveled. Dealing with a subject mat- 
ter seldom, if ever, dealt with on the big 
screen, The Crying Game takes viewers to an 
environment many will find foreign, and per- 
haps threatening. 

Wrestling with emotion: When all is said 
and done, the film leaves one with many 
conflicting and irreconcilable feelings. On 
one hand, the play’s the thing, and in this case 
it is an over-rated one. On the other, The 
Crying Game evokes emotion, stimulates 
hushed conversations among those who have 


‘The Crying Game’ 

File photo 
ACADEMY AWARD nominee Jaye 
Davidson pulls off a convincing perfor- 
mance. 


seen it (keep that secret!), and stays firmly 
entrenched in one’s conscience, daring one 
to re-examine what is acceptable and what is 
verboten. 


Art is at its most effective when it upsets 
the apple cart. To attend a movie, spend an 
obnoxious amount of money on the ticket to 
sit in aseat surrounded bya zillion junior high 
kids, and then stare effortlessly at a formula 
that Hollywood has concocted, is becoming 
an all too familiar ritual. 

The Crying Game at its worst is an enter- 
taining film that may actually motivate 
thought. At its best, it is the impetus for 
debate and a haunting work that invades the 
mind, refusing to be forgotten. 

Good or bad, there is a reaction. Ambiva- 
lence is impossible in the world of The Crying 
Game, and this is a rare thing in the big 
business of movie making. 


Fine flick 


The Crying Game at its worst 
is an entertaining film that 
may actually motivate 
thought. At tts best, it is the 
impetus for debate and a 
haunting work that invades 
the mind, refusing to be 
forgotten. 
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at anyone you sense danger 
from. Wear it on your belt 
or purse—pull the pin if 
you must. 
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seniors, women and 
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a 
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We like to get it right — 


The NECC Observer will correct any mistakes on its pages. To report an error, contact 
SO fhe editor or tence at 37 4- 5849. (Thanks for your support! 


CHECK YOUR WATCH... 
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majors and concentrations: 
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Performing Arts: 
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Visual Arts: 
Art History, 
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American Studies 
Communication Studies 
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European Studies 
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Politics 
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MANAGEMENT 
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Marine Science 


APPLY 
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320 S. Main Street, Bradford, MA 01835 
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more information, call 462-7336. 

Boston Events 

Poets Robin Becker, Sabra Loomis and 
Cheryl Savageau will read from their works 
at the Boston Public Library March 18 at 
7 p.m. The reading marks the celebration 
of the 20th anniversary of publisher Alice 
James Books. 

Also at the Boston Public Library will 
be the film series Made in Massachusetts 
III: The Boston University Connection. This 
retrospective ofaward-winning documen- 
tary films produced over the past two 
decades at the Boston University film 
school features Kudzu, Since 745, Kyrie 
Eletson— God Have Mercy, Gefilte Fish and 
A Box of Kisses on March 22, and Ralph 
Stanley's Bluegrass Festival, Tattoo, Wilma 
and the Widgct, Babylon Revisited and 
Karl Hess: Toward Liberty on March 29, 


The Firehouse Concert Series Burnin’ 
Down the House will present Composers in 
Red Sneakers featuring The Music of Christo- 
pher Stowens at the Firehouse Center in 
Newburyport April 3 at 8 p.m. 

This new concert series showcases local 
artists and performers as well as nationally- 
acclaimed artists. 

Christopher Stowens helped found Com- 
posersin Red Sneakers and has received inter- 
national recognition for his music. 

Composers in Red Sneakers have show- 
cased such artists and composers as Leon 
Fleisher, John Harbison, Marimolin and Pe- 
ter Schickele. 

Local performers will include the Penn 
Brook School Chorus, Laura Morse and Rob- 
ert Nieske. 

The admission price is $8 for the general 
public and $6 for students and seniors. For 


melodies. 

Local events 

The Screening Room in Newburyport will 
host a variety of movies this month, Lerenzo’s 
Oil, the story of a family coping with and 
fighting their son’s rare disease, stars Susan 
Sarandon and Nick Nolte. Shows run March 
28 through April 3. 

Flirting, a story of a boy learning about 
love in an environment of racial inequality, 
will run from March 22-27. Nicole Kidman 
makes an appearance in this film that explores 
growing up and the school life of sheltered 
children. 

Also in Newburyport at Coffee Aroma will 
be a poetry reading contest. Participants are 
asked to read one or two of their favorite 
poems from any time period. The contest 
takes place March 18 from 6:30 to 9 p.m. For 
more information, call 465-6927. 


The Top Notch Players are readying to 
perform the Neil Simon play, Brighton 
Beach Memoirs. This comedy explores the 
life of a family during the Depression. 
Laughing at financial woes and the onset 
of puberty makes the play enjoyable and 
the storyline compelling. 

Performances run from April 1-3 at 8 
p.m., with shows on April 3 at 2 p.m. and 
8 p.m. Tickets cost $4 for the general 
public and $3 for students. 

The Bones will perform on Monday, 
March 29 in the Student Center at 11:30 
a.m. This student band performs a fusion 
of early 80s and new wave music, with a 
strong Beatles influence evident in their 
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ACROSS 
1 Outdid 
9 Sitter's feature 
12 Bowe blow 
15 __ Wee Reese 
18 808 for Hawaii, e.g. 
19 Be in harmony 


14 Essence of borscht 
15 Schwarzenegger film 
16 Element 63 

17 Parts of checkups 
19 Average guys 

23 Missile-limitation 


85 Influential places? 
88 Try to reduce 

89 Eggs, to Antony 

91 Mule's parent 

92 BILLY JOEL/SHAW 
97 Old Testament book 
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20 Flamenco cry 

21 Lopez 
(chess opening) 

22 SIMON & GARFUNKEL/ 
DEFOE 

25 Prior to 

26 Air,CA 

27 Living-room furniture 

28 M*A*S*H dwelling 

29 Dash partner 

30 Moscow's home 

33 Italian town 

36 POW's plan 

38 Mailer or Miller 

42 Kind-hearted 

44 Cornelia Skinner 

45 DICKENS/BEATLES 

50 Hula hoops, in the 50s 

52 Compass drawing 

53 Addition column 

54 Prepares leftovers 

55 Like argon 

58 Go to a diner 

60 Puerto rum 

61 Vacation spot 

63 Author Kesey 

64 “That's disgusting!” 

65 Debtor's letters 

68 GEORGE 
HARRISON/TOLKIEN 

75 The Laptevy, for instance 

76 Big galoot 

77 Crest-approving grp. 

78 Swap-shop deal 

79 Campaigner's concern 

81 Spewer of 475 BC 

84 Harness horse 


98 Garrick Utley’s field 

99 Garfield kitten 

100 Ornamental shrub 
103 Ataturk Boulevard’s 

locale 

106 Hayworth classic film 
110 Scale tones 
111 Dart along 
113 Send back 
117 Town 
118 Fed. agcy. since 1862 
119 THE DOORS/FROST 
124 Never, in Nuremberg 
125 Hotshot pilot 
126 Distinctive periods 
127 Pyrenees dweller 
128 Swell time 
129 Vietnamese 

celebration 

130 Cacophony 
131 Corporate fliers 


DOWN 
1 Flower's triend 
2 Blundered 
3 Motor inventor 
4 Roof material 
5 Foucault's Pendulum 
author 
6 Emulates Willie Sutton 
7 Singer Adams 
8 Fender flaw 
9 Where waiters are 
found 
10 Roseanne network 
11 For every 
12 Don __ (Carmen role) 
13 Unaccompanied 


See crossword puzzle solution, left. 


acronym 
24 New York city 


31 2001 computer 

32 Arles assent 

34 Mini-map 

35 Remains unused 
37 George M! subject 
39 Water-power org. 


40 Roll response 
41 Killer whale 


43 Add vitamins to 


45 Black Sea port 
46 Loverboy 


47 Overwhelmed 
48 Double-__ sandwich 


49 Namibia, once: Abbr. 

50 Corporate entities 

51 Have __ for 
(appreciate) 


56 Ticket datum 
57 Torino trio 


59 Bout outcome 
60 Mus. marking 


62 “You __, buddy!”’ 
(encouraging words) 
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65 Preserved, perhaps 

66 Stares at 

67 Computer owners 

69 Certain Sooner 

70 Grid positions: Abbr. 

71 Waiting for Lefty 
playwright 

72 Milk component 

73 Sales agent 

74 The Heart__ Lonely 
Hunter 

79 Punishment-related 

80 Spanish gold 


81 Louis B. Mayer's 
birthplace 

82 Slangy refusal 

83 Swear to 

85 Eating with a fork 

86 Pie place 

87 Gives a hard time to 

88 Tony Orlando's 
backup 

90 Stylus holder 

93 O'er opposite 


112 “This is the 
thanks ___?” 

114 Asian inland sea 

115 Hawaii's state bird 

116 iconoclastic art 
movement 


94 Delaware Indian 
95 Waiting-room reading 
96 Arabian appellation 
101 Mozart's Symphony 
No. 39 in __ 
102 Mrs. Kramden 
104 Indo-European 
105 Boxing officials 
107 French river 
108 Ticket, so to speak 
109 Israeli statesman 


120 Jane Fonda's hubby 

121 High-tech med. 
technique 

122 Common correlative 

123 NBA nickname 
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Men’s team bows out against CCRI 


Knights trail first tournament round 


with injuries, fouls, 


By NEB STOJKOVIC 
Observer Sports Editor 


Basketball fans agree this was one of the most 
talented teams the Knights ever had. Even 
with a lack of depth, the season ended with a 
better than average record of 20-11. 

The transfer or departure of all starters 
next semester will most likely be this team’s 
legacy. 

The Knights played the Community Col- 
lege of Rhode Island (CCRI) as host of the 
regional tournament. As defending New En- 
gland champions, CCRI outplayed the 
Knights in the game last month. This first 
round of tournament play was a slightly dif- 
ferent story, but the result was the same. 

Bad luck: The team played with injured 
Eric Freund, who hurt his legina recent game 
against Springfield Tech. and did not practice 
for a week. Coach Mike Rowinski said the 
forward played only halfofhis potential which 
enabled CCRI to secure an easier victory. 

“They are a talented, quick team,” 
Rowinski said. “If you let them run, just as we 
did, you are in trouble.” 

The name of the game for CCRI was 
guard Chris Dunn who fired in six 3-pointers 
and was a weak spot for the Knights. 

The team struggled offensively after point 
guard Darren Stratton fouled out, and for- 
ward Shawn Bassett was rotated to Stratton’s 
position. 

“This kind of switched our offense,” Bassett 
said. “It was a different game. Also, without 
Freund’s usual effectiveness, it was hard to 
play.” 

Tough rival: CCRI shot the lights-out 
with 70 percent from the field. The Knight’s 
defense was a zone at first, and later man on 
man. It was just not enough.to stop the 
division rival. 


“They had so many weapons,” Rowinski 


limited players 


said. “We played as well as we were capable 
Obe 

Although Randy Rogers gunned shots all 
night, the Knight trailed through the game 
and the half time score was 40-27. 

In the second half with 30 seconds before 
the end, the Knights came down. They 
brought it to within six, but there was no time 
for big turnovers. 

Captain Bassett encouraged his teammates 
to keep on playing, but their efforts were in 
vain in the 88-77 loss. 

Not enough: “We had to play perfect to 
beat them,” said guard John Saneza, who 
came off of the bench in the second half. “But 
we certainly didn’t.” 

Rogers launched 37 points, including eight 
3-pointers, while Bassett fired in 17 points, 
pulled down 12 reboundsand had four blocks. 

Freund and Adam Connery shared 12 
points a piece, including Connery’s three 3- 
pointers. 

In the final analysis, Rowinski said he is 
proud of the team’s accomplishments. 

Freund and Bassett made All-New En- 
gland first team, Rogers won honorable men- 
tion, and Bassett was also nominated for 
national All-American. 

Rowinski said the team had three to four 
talented players, while the rest made it hap- 
pen with their heart. 


“I think this year was great,” Rowinski 


said. “We had a great run, but lost a lot of 


close games.” 

Rowinski agreed that after Freund and 
Bassett transfer to senior colleges, Rogers 
leaves for the Marine Corps, and the other 
players depart NECC, it will be tough to 
gather a team as good as this one. 


He said it will probably take a couple of 


years to rebuild the team, but he said he will 
always cherish good sportsmanship and search 
for new stars. 


Pool players excel 
in intramural tourney 


By JARED TUCCOLO 
Observer Staff Reporter 


With competition throughout the day, the 
intramural pool tournament in the gym had a 
strong turnout. 

The co-ed event included 15 menand four 
women, competing in the single elimination 
process. Most participants stayed to watch 
the rest of the contest, even after losing their 
games. 

“Everything went well, and all the partici- 
pants displayed good sportsmanship,” super- 
visor Donna Johnson said. 

Jim Palladino, a mental health student, 
and Joe Roberts, a engineering major, were 


the two superior pool 
players aiming to be 
number one. Both 
men went undefeated 
4-0 in the prelimi- 
nary rounds. 


Rivalry: “The 
competition was 
tough all day,” 


Johnson said. 

It came down to 
the last ball, and after 
the blue chalk 
cleared, Palladino 
was champion. “I did not expect such good 
players,” Palladino said. 


N. Stojkovic Photo 
JIM PALLADINO. 


The Fullback Feminist: 
Jackson Katz lecture 


Will be appearing April 2 at noon 
in Lecture Hall A, C-Building 
to discuss “Football, Feminism, and 
other Contemporary Contradictions” 


Three-point scorer 
Freshman swing guard NS Ss Suphits 


By JARED TUCCOLO 
Observer Staff Reporter 


Knocking down 106 3-pointers in his first 
year of play, this Knights’ forward aver- 
ages 20 points per game. 


The freshman star from Georgetown, 


is Randy Rogers. He was born and still 
lives there with his mother, father and two 
brothers. Rogers graduated from 
Georgetown High School in 1992, the 
place where he left behind memories the 
whole town will not soon forget. 

He was the first person to score 1,000 
points in the school’s history. In his career 
at Georgetown High, he scored 1,435 
total points, along with being named all- 
league and all-star three years in a row. 

New Image: Rogers is not like many 
incoming freshmen of the past. He knows 
his role on the team and carries it out with 
all his might. 


“As a freshmen he sda very well,” 


said teammate Shawn Bassett. 

Rogers is a business transfer student, 
who does well in his classes. When he’s not 
on the basketball court at school, he likes 
going to the Haverhill YMCA to shoot a 
round with friends. He also enjoys memo- 
rabilia shows, where he meets many of the 
greatest stars in the sports world. 

Rogers has a special way of adapting to 
the everyday pressures of school, basket- 
ball and life itself. 

Pleasure: “I try to enjoy everyday, and 
whatever I do in the future, I want to be 
happy,” Rogers said. He really likes when 
his parents go to a game and watch his 


performance, and they let him know ex- 


actly how he did. 
“They are the ones who inspire me,” 
Rogers said. 

He is a player who gives his all day in 
and day out. 

“He is a fantastic shooter who runs the 
offense well,” Bassett said. 

Rogers spoke highly of his teammates 
who he said helped him with his game. He 
and Bassett became good friends during a 
summer league. 

“Shawn comes over my house to shoot 
around, and after a game my father tells us 
what we did wrong,” Rogers said. 

Criticism: He expressed how after a 


After the game was over Palladino and 
Roberts were awarded trophies and T-shirts. 
“Jim played excellent throughout the tourna- 
ment.” Roberts said. 

Palladino was happy to win and it showed 
when the game was finished. He held his 
clutched fist high in the air and let out a loud, 
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GEORGETOWN NATIVE, Randy 
Rogers averaged 20 points per game. 


bad game people tend to make an effort to 
say “nice game,” but when he gets home, 
he hears the truth. His parents inform him 
of what he could have done better in the 
game, whether it be his shooting or bad 


defense. 


“Tlike the fact that they are honest with 
me about the way I played,” Rogers said. 

He speaks highly of many players in the 
NBA and believes Robert Parish was guilty 
of possession of marijuana. 


“He’sa great player z andthe mediah 


ad | 


a little’ fun. with the topic, but he is a role’ 
model to children and should be careful of 
what he does,” Rogers said. 

He thinks Larry Bird’s retirement will 
definitely change the NBA. 


“Bird was such 


a dramatic player who 


gave his all every time he stepped on the 
court; nobody will ever replace him;? 
Rogets said. He said there are good play- 
ers in the game, but with Bird’s retirement 


along with Magic 


Johnson’s leaving the 


NBA there will never be the rivalries be- 
tween the Celtics and the Lakers like there 


was in the ’80s. 


Rogers wants everyone to remember 
that he played at 100 percent every game. 
ee WT IS I PL 


SVCSary 


Palladino said he had not played ina 


long time, but he was on top of his game: 
“This one’s for my girlfriend, Vicky,” he 


said after the win. 


In the woman’s competition, one final 
two players were Joleen Morrison and Jahayra 
Santiago, who took the winning title. 


Sports Infograph 


Fewest field goals _ 
8, Springfield vs. Indiana 
‘Most Bu 
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boss 3s eisai en sila 


It's baseleli time again 


Expansion teams join pack in National League 


BY JAMES POTE 
Observer Staff Reporter 


he National League is different 

this year with the additions of the 

Florida Marlins and the Colorado 

Rockies. This should be an interesting 

year, especially if the Braves can repeat 

again or if one of the expansion teams can 
be competitive. 

East: 

() New York Mets: Last year, manager 
Jeff Torborg’s veterans had some trouble. 
Dwight Gooden and Bret Saberhagen must 
rebound from an off year and supply a lot 
of wins and innings. Left-handers Sid 
Fernandez, Frank Tanana and Pete 
Shourek round out the rest of the rota- 
tion. 

John Franco is one of the best stoppers 
in the league, but, must stay healthy to 
remain one of them, Newly acquired Mike 
Maddux will team up with Jeff Innis, 
Anthony Young and Paul Gibson in the 
bullpen. 

The lineup, when healthy, can be dev- 
astating. Look for a big year from Vince 
Coleman and better ones from Howard 
Johnson and Bobby Bonilla. The Mets 
hope Ryan Thompson is their center fielder 
of the future, while superstar Tony 
Fernandez and second baseman Jeff Kent 
try to supply a lot of range up the middle 
and some pop in their bats, too. 

Aging first baseman Eddie Murray 
hopes his age doesn’t get in the way of his 
production. 

QO Philadelphia Phillies: This team is 
always affected by injuries. Terry 
Mulholland must prove that he is a num- 
ber-one starter. Curt Schilling must repeat 
last year’s performance while the addition 
of Danny Jackson will add alot of innings 
and depth. Both Tommy Greene and Ben 
Rivera have to be at their top form again or 
the Phillies will be in trouble. 

“Wild thing” Mitch Williams has to 
keep his walks down if the Phillies are 
going to do anything. The rest of the 
bullpen are question marks with a lot of 
aging veterans. 

The lineup is impressive. Lenny Dykstra 
is exciting but must remain healthy. John 
Kruk must show that his .300 average was 
not a fluke, while third baseman Dave 
Hollins and catcher Darren Daulton will 
be superstars for years to come. 

The outfield needs improvement from 
Wes Chamberlain. They hope his new 
attitude will bring more production. Free 
agent signings Pete Incaviglia and Milt 
Thompson will platoon in left with Dykstra 
in center. 

Q) Montreal Expos: This team is ex- 
tremely overrated. Yes, they do have the 
best outfield, a great second baseman and 
some good young arms but there is too 
many other holes to fill. 

Larry Walker, Marquis Grissom and 
the manager’s son, Moises Alou, might be 
the youngest and most intriguing combi- 
nation but other than Delino Deshields, 
who’s their infield? Lee Stevens at first, 
Wilfrodo Cordoro at shortstop and Sean 
Berry at third is really not impressive. 
Darrin Fletcher also is not the next Gary 
Carter at catcher. 

The pitching is young but proven Den- 
nis Martinez will lead the staff with Ken 
Hill and Chris Nabholz right behind him. 
The last two spots are up in the air with 
Mike Gardiner and rookie Kent Bottenfield 
looking to get the nods. 

With the injury to John Wetteland, the 
bullpen might run into some problems, 
However, Mel Rojas and Jeff Fassero are 
two of the best left-handers in the game. 

O) Chicago Cubs: With the subtraction 
of Greg Maddux, the Cubs must find a 
way to replace his wins and innings. The 
thought of Mike Morgan, Jose Guzman, 
Greg Hibbard, Frank Castillo and Shawn 
Boskie as the rotation, seems like a huge 
hole is gone. 

The bullpen is one of the deepest in the 
league. Free agent signings Randy Myers 


and Dan Plesac will team with Paul 
Assenmacher and Chuck McElroy as four 
fireballer lefties. Bob Scanlon is the only 
proven right-hander. 

Superstar Ryne Sandberg is a lock at sec- 
ond, however his spring training injury may 
have the Cubs off to a slow start. Mark Grace 
and Steve Beuchele will be at the corners with 
Shawon Dunston, who they hope to trade, at 
shortstop. 

Sammy Sosa, acquired in the George Bell 
trade, could be a superstar if he can play a 


whole season. Candy Maldanado will have a _ 


lot of pressure to fulfill Andre Dawson’s 
production. 


One of their biggest problems will be at _ 


catcher, where Rick Wilkins will be the full- 
time operator. He takes over for Joe Girardi, 
who was taken in the expansion draft, and 


hopes he can handle the wildness of Myers __ 


and Guzman. 


OQ St. Louls Cardinals: The trade of Felix — 


Jose to Kansas City for Gregg Jefferies shows 
that the cardinals do not want to win. The 
Cardinals hope that moving Jefferies to first 
base will help him concentrate more at the 
plate. At third, Todd Zeile must regain his 
1991 form or he will lose his job. 

Ozzie Smith is a lock at shortstop, while a 
fight between Luis Alicea, with his 11 triples, 
and veteran Jose Oquendo will battle for 
second base, 

Center fielder Ray Lankford is one of the 
best all-around upcoming stars. His 20 hom- 
ers and 42 steals will hopefully improve as he 
moves to the clean-up spot. 

Ozzie Canseco (Jose’s twin brother), hopes 
to win the right field job with either Brian 
Jordan or Bernard Gilkey getting the start in 
left. Losing Jose in the outfield leaves a huge 
power gap.! 

Tom Pagnozzi is one of the best defensive 
catchers in the league and hopes to handle his 
young arms. 

Bob Tewksbury willlead the staffof young 
arms with Donovan Osborne. Rheal Cormier 
will join Joe Magrane, a one-time, 18-game 
winner trying to recover from two seasons of 
injuries. 

Lee Smith will anchor the stopper role 
with help from Rob Murphy and Mike Perez. 

() Florida Marlins: Marlins general man- 
ager Dave Dombrowski made some interest- 
ing selections designing this franchise. Most 
of the players will not be ready for a few years. 
Manager Rene Lachemann might have his 
work cut out for him this year, but, in the long 
run, the plan will succeed. 

Orestes Destrade, another slugger from 
Japan, will take the first baseman’s job. Walt 
Weiss, acquired from a trade, hopes to be 
injury-free and supply superb defense at short- 
stop. Bret Barberie holds the second base spot 
with either Dave Magadan or Gary Scott at 
third. 

The outfield is weak. First-pick Nigel Wil- 
son most likely will not be ready. Most of the 
action will come from Chuck Carr, Jeff Conine 
and Monty Farriss. Carr could be a good lead- 
off man, but more experience is needed. 

The signing of catcher Benito Santiago 
was the best move the Marlins made. 

As for the pitching staff, it has a long way 
to go. Veteran knuckle-baller Charlie Hough 
hopes he can get more innings than his age 
(45). Other candidates include Jack 
Armstrong, Ryan Bowen, Dave Weathers, 
Scott Chiamparino and Pat Rapp, none of 
whom are sure bets. 

Bryan Harvey was another great selection 
as premier closer. Chris Carpenter and Jim 
Corsi are solid set-up men for Harvey, but the 
Marlins still are a few years away. 


West: 

Q Atlanta Braves: All you can say about 
this team is “wow.” With the pitching staff it 
has, it would be something if the team fell on 
its “face.” Without another hitter, it might 
just do that. Brian Hunter and Sid Bream will 
handle first base duties with rookie Ryan 
Klesko pressing. Second base has Mark Lemke, 
but he must learn to hit or Bill Pecota will take 
his job. The overweight Terry Pendleton 
might lose some pounds to produce those big 
numbers again, while Jeff Blauser will be the 
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LOS ANGELES Dodger Jose Offerman collides with New York Mets shortstop 
Tony Fernandez and heads toward third base Ina recent spring training game. 


incumbent at shortstop. 


Dave Justice will have a big year and 
probably be a front-runner for the MVP. 
Next to him is speedy Otis Nixon, who has to 
stay off the drugs in center field, and cither 


Ron Gantor “Primetime” Deion Sanders will 


take the left field task. 

The pitching is amazing. Tom Glavine, 
John Smoltz, Steve Avery and Greg Maddux 
all can win 20 games. Fifth-starter Pete Smith 
is also a major part to the Braves success. 

If Jay Howell or Mark Davis can regain 
their form, look out. Mark Wohlers will get 
the job if they fail, with Mike Stanton, Kent 
Mercker and Marvin Freeman suppling help. 

() Cincinnati Reds: New manager Tony 
Perez has a great team. The Reds have always 
finished in second place and it looks that is 
going to happen again. 

Jose Rijo, a great pitcher, will probably be 
in the hunt for the Cy Young award and have 
to have at least 200+ innings for Perez. John 
Smiley replaces Swindell and Tim Belcher, 
Tom Browning and Chris Hammond will 
take the task of fulfilling the rest of the 
rotation. 

Rob Dibble has the closer role all to him- 
selfthis year and must save games, not fight or 
cry about them. “Superstar,” Jeff Reardon 
teams up with Dwayne Henry, Greg Cadaret 
and Scott Ruskin to provide an impressive 
punch, 

Veterans such as Hal Morris and Bip Rob- 
erts have added pressure on them with Randy 
Milligan and Juan Samuel waiting in their 
wings. But, the right side of the infield has 


Barry Larkin and Chris Sabo as ae locks for 


the positions, 
Kevin Mitchell will also have a monstrous 
year, ifhealthy, with Reggie Sanders in center 


and Roberto Kelly i in right, a mix that ent 


caus¢ commotion. —e_—s 

() Houston Astros: The Astros won 81 
games last year with a 29 game road trip and 
without the signings of Doug ics and 
Greg Swindell. 

Pete Harnisch will have a lot of pressure 
taken off him because he will be slated as the 
third-starter. Mark Portugal and Ryan Bowen 
hopefully will add some wins. 

Doug Jones returns as the closer where he 
contributed to 70 percent of the Astros wins 
last year. Underrated Tom Edens, a great 
acquisition, will be the right-handed set-up 
man with Al Osuna as the right. 

The infield is the biggest plus for the 
’Stros. Jeff Bagwell will drive in his normal 80 
to 100 runs at first, with Craig Biggio at 
second and Ken Caminiti, incumbent stars 
that will add a lot of punch, Andujar Cedeno 
might lose his job at short if he doesn’t prove 
himself. 

Luis Gonzalez hopes to furnish his rookie 
year and Steve Finley is a great lead-off hitter 
to take the center field job. Eric Anthony 


takes the right field job again, as Lise year 
he finally put up numbers he is capable of. 

_Q San Francisco Glants: Barry Bonds 
will bring a lot to this franchise but not 
enough, He might bring fans but he won’t 


_ bring a championship. Bonds hopes that 


his .700 slugging average and his high on- 
base percentage will repeat again, but thar — 
also is not likely, Barry took the $43 

million like anyone else would have. 

The Giants have a lot of other ques- 
tions but Will Clark and Mate Williams will 
addsome powertothelineup, Ss 

Any pitching staff with Bud Black in its 
rotation is bound for trouble. Their pitch- 
ing staff is decent but Trevor Wilson and — 
Jeff Brantley must perform better or this 
will be another typical fourth-place finish. 

Q San Diego Padres: With manage- 
Ment cutting down on costs and good 
players, the Padres must find away to 
replace them. Gary Sheffield, Fred McGriff 
and Tony Gwynn are top-notch players 
with little help coming from their team- 
mates. Darrin Jackson is solid in center 
and Phil Plantier will probably have a big 
year but Kurt Stillwell is a problem. 

Andy Benes has Cy Young caliber but 
never uses it. Other than that, the pitching 
is thin and trading Bruce Hurst will not 
solve any problems. 

(Los Angeles Dodgers: The Dodgers 
always have great talent but never use it. 
Examples Darryl Strawberry and Eric Davis 
must overcome injuries and egos to have a 


_ good year. Eric Karros was solid at first and 
“crybaby” Jody Reed should be happy in 


LA. But too many injuries, crybabies and 

overrated players that never accomplish 

ee — scem to hurt the se 
ers. 

Toa ted will have his hands 


"full with the pitching staff with Orel 


Hershiser and Ramon Martinez getting 
over injuries themselves. Also, Todd 
Worrell, who just signed the big $ 10 
million contract, is already injured. Good 
Luck Lasorda.  _ 

( Colorado Rockies: Don Baylor fi- 
nally gets a chance to manage but his team 
would be competetive if he had any good 
arms. 

The Rockies did everything right in 
drafting their batters but completely op- 
posite in their pitchers. Look for a lot of 
power coming from Charlie Hayes, Jerald 
Clark, Andres Gallarraga, Dante Bichette 
and Eric Wedge. 

The pitching is thin, however, with 
David Nied a great arm, and the only 5ood 
arm in the system. ce 

( Predictions: Braves te to win National a 
League Pennant with Dave Justice getting 
MVP and Jose Rijo getting the nod over — 
the Bae oe the a2) Young: award. 
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By JARED TUCCOLO 
Observer Staff Reporter 


new year has arrived, and the 

baseball season is on its way. This 

season will be filled with a couple 
of new twists, including two new National 
League teams, the Florida Marlins and 
Colorado Rockies. 

The American League has many 
ballclubs which have received players 
through trades and free agency. Many 
teams will be happy with the off-season 
results, and for some teams it could mean 
disaster. 

Q Boston Red Sox: A team in transi- 
tion this season. Three star players have 
left Boston and are headed elsewhere: 
Wade Boggs, Jody Reed and Tom 
Brunansky will be missed in the Sox line- 
up. They were horrible last year, but man- 
agement should have made an attempt to 
keep these guys around. Wade Boggs is 
one of the best hitters of all time. He had 
one bad year and people pounced on him. 
Boggs will become a Sox-killer like the 


him. 


try to make a bid for the pennant. Ivan 
Calderon, Scott Flercher, Andre Dawson 
and numerous other players are on their 
way to Boston. Hopefully, for the Sox, 
Carlos Quintana will be back after missing 
all of last year due to a car accident, and 
Boston can send Jack Clark on his merry 
way. There is still hope, however, as the 
Rocket Man, Roger Clemens, is very ca- 
pable of winning 20 games in 1993. 

New York Yankees: The Bronx 
bombers acquired former Red Sox third 
baseman Boggs for their 93 season. The 
Yanks also nailed deals with pitchers Melido 


Matt Nokes and Kevin Maas will lead the 
way for New York in their pursuit of the 
playoffs. 
~ ( Milwaukee Brewers: Contender 
for the past few seasons, they always place 
third or fourth in the standing. But they 
may have signed the right player needed in 
a deal that landed former Red Sox right 
fielder, Tom Brunansky. The Brew Crew 
also has talent on their ballclub. Robin 
Yount, Greg Vaughn and new addition, 
Dickie Thon, should make it impossible 
for anyone to run away with anything in 
the American League East. 

() Baltimore Orloles: A pitching staff 
to be proud of. Ben McDonald had a 
decent performance in "92, but there is 
still room for improvement and maybe the 
draft can help Baltimore. The team came 
to an agreement with outfielder Mike 
Deveraux to help put something together 
for the 93 season. No one can forget 


Educational 
Tour to the 
Republic of 
Slovakia 


(formerly part of Czechoslovakia) 


Summer, ‘93 


Offered by NECC & the University of 
Agriculture, Nitra 

Limited to 15 students. Earn three 
credits in Principles of Management. 


Total cost of $1,260 includes lodging, 
food, side trips, transfers, all transpor- 
tation and tuition. 


$50 deposit due ASAP. 


For more information, contact Jean C. 
Poth, chairperson, division of business, 
374-3624 


many players who have departed before - 


Looking ioe the future, the Sox 
have obtained a bunch of new players to 


Perez and Jim Abbot. Don Mattingly, 


about the $7 million shortstop Cal Ripken Jr. 

Ripken is still trying to beat Lou Gehrig’s all- 
time consecutive game record of 2,130 games 
in a row. He’s at 1,735 now, The O’s dished 
off Ripkens’ brother, second baseman, Billy, 
to Texas during the winter. 

() Detroit Tigers: Cecil Fielder and com- 
pany are always a team to watch when they 
come to town. They have a powerful line-up 
with names like Fielder, Rob Deer, Mickey 
Tennelton and former Dodger Kirk Gibson, 
who rejoins the team where he started his 
career. These guys love to whack the ball 
around any ballpark. 

The Tigers need a few good pitchers on 
the team if they wish to contend in °93. The 
team was happy to hear that their star pitcher 
Bill Gullickson will be ready to start the 
season. Mike Moore, Tom Bolton, David 
Haas and Mark Leiter have al! joined the 
pitching staff to try to increase the victories 
and make something happen in the race to be 
number one. 

() Cleveland Indians: The Indians are 
hoping to get a good season from catcher 
Sandy Alomar Jr. In ’92, Alomar was plagued 
with injuries, which did not help the cause for 
the Tomahawks. If they are going to have any 
chance to succeed, Alomar has to be ready 
along with shortstop Felix Fermin and third 
baseman Carlos Martinez. Do not forget 
about powerhouse Albert Belle who had a 
Career year last season. 

Toronto Blue Jays: The World Cham- 
pions have lots of talent to display this season. 


_ The Jays are without third baseman Kelly 


Gruber and designated hitter Dave Winfield, 
marking a total of 11 players gone from the 
line-up. They still cannot be taken lightly. 
Former Brewer Paul Molitor has signed with 
Toronto and may fill in as the leadoff hitter. 
Toronto has a great pitching staff. World 
Series MVP. pitcher Jack Morris, David Wells, 
Duane Ward and former Oakland star Dave 
Stewart can all add up to a possible repeat in 
23 

Moving over to the American League 
West, there should be some tough competi- 
tion to be named the best. 

() Oakland Athletics: This team will finish 
in first place in the West. They survived the 
Canseco trade to Texas very well. The pitch- 
ing staff will kick butt. Mike Moore is gone 
but Ron Darling and the Eck, Dennis 
Eckersley, remain. Kevin Seitzer has been 
acquired from the Brewers and should fit in 
fine in the infield because the A’s lost short- 
stop Walt Wiess to a trade and third baseman 
Carney Lansford to retirement. 

The speedster Ricky Henderson will tear 
up the base paths again this season to help 
Oakland’s effort. No one can forget about the 
$36 million contract man Mark McGuire. 
Last season McGuire was the runner up in the 


home run category, losing on the last day of - 


the season to Texas’ Juan Gonzalez. 
() Texas Rangers: Texas has a good pitch- 
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Eating dirt 


OAKLAND ATHLETICS outflelder Rickey Henderson lands safely back at first 


against Milwaukee recently. 


ing staff also, led by Nolan Ryan. He will be 
46 years old this s¢ason making him the oldest 
player in major league baseball, and the Ryan 
express has announced that ’93 will be his last 
year. The Rangers have two power-hitters 
expected to produce some good numbers this 
year. Jose Canseco and Juan Gonzalez will be 
the next Bash Brother combination in the 
American League, and many stadiums will be 
filled to watch those two take a few swings. 

O Kansas City Royals: The Royals also 
have a 3,000 hit man on their team. George 
Brett reached his plateau toward the end of 
the ’92 season. Brett had originally decided to 
call it a career, but after getting his hit, he 
chose to keep playing. Pitcher Kevin Appier 
should be a little happier in °93, because the 
Royals gave him a $1.6 million raise. Maybe 
his performance will improve, and possibly 
give Kansas City something to cheer about. 

() Chicago White Sox: Bo knows come- 
backs. Bo Jackson has been training everyday 
to try to make the team in 93. Jackson played 
in one game last season, but was unable to 
finish out the rest of the year due to the injury 
he received as a Los Angeles Raider. Former 
Red Sox center fielder Ellis Burks has joined 
Chicago to add some speed to the team. 
Chicago also signed veteran catcher Carlton 
Fisk and outfielder Lance Johnson in an at- 
tempt to make it a happy year for the White 
Sox. 

) Minnesota Twins: Kirby Puckett and 
his Twins have the possibility of finishing 
high in the standings, ifall goes well with their 
injured players and new recruits. Former Blue 
Jay Winfield has left the confines of Sky Dome 
to play at the Minnesota’s Metrodome. 


Observer Sports 19 
American league preview 


Spring training begins as teams prep for season ahead 


Photo courtesy of the Haverhill Gazette 


Pitcher Bert Blyleven is coming off 
shoulder surgery he underwent in 92, and 
is expected to pitch opening day. The 
Twins have also made another player very 
happy with a new $3 million contract. 
Shane Mack was the recipient of that big 
contract after he avoided arbitration. 

) Seattle Mariners: New manager 
Lou Piniella is ar the helm of Seattle’s 
baliclub. Six-foot-7 pitcher Randy Johnson 
is very unhappy in Seattle and has ex- 
pressed this to management, hoping for 
his release. This could really hurt the Mari- 
ners. Johnson was the American League 
strikeout king with 241 in 92. The Mari- 
ners need all the pitching they can get if 
they wish to show any competition. Cen- 
ter fielder Ken Griffey Jr. and American 
League batting champion Edgar Martinez 
are expected to be ready for action on 
opening day. 

(Q California Angels: The men from 
Anaheim have a new team logo this year, 
resembling that of the Colorado Rockies. 
Fans hope they do not play like a new 
expansion team come April. Kelly Gruber 
was set to play, but now he could be out 
until the middle of the summer because of 
an injury he received in game four of last 
year’s World Series. The Angels also signed 
a minor league contract with 1989 Rookie 
of the Year Jerome Walton in hopes that 
he can make it back to the big leagues. 


Picks for '93 playoffs: 
Toronto Oakland 

A.L. Champs: 
Oakland 
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ObserverSports 20 
Lady Knights lose 


tough one 69-54 


Season ends in first tournament round 


By NEB STOJKOVIC 
Observer Sports Editor 


Although the Lady Knights lost the game 69- 
54 against Becker College in the recent re- 
gional tournament held at Community Col- 
lege of Rhode Island, the team piled up a 20- 
6 record and ranked ninth in Region 21, Div. 
3 Junior College Basketball. 

The basketball season is over for the Lady 
Knights, but the accomplishments of this 
little team with the big heart are for memo- 
ries, Coach Jack Hess said. 

Four of the team’s six players achieved 
Region 21 All New England status. 

Jeannie Ouellet was named to the All New 
England first team, averaging over 16 points, 
seven assists and nearly five steals per game 
this season. 

Charlene Blair, averaging 11 points, seven 
assists and four steals, made All New England 
second team, as well as rebounder Shaye 
Fenton, averaging over 13 rebounds per game. 

Jen Arnold made honorable mention with 
a scoring average of more then 18 points per 
game and 16 rebounds. 

Satisfaction: “We are a very small team,” 
Hess said. “But the girls are big overachiev- 
ers, and I think they did a terrific job.” 

Assistant coach Donna Johnson said al- 
though she might be a little disappointed 
because everybody likes to win, the Lady 
Knights gave their all and there is nothing to 
be ashamed of. 

“Both Jack and | are very proud of them,” 
Johnson said. “With a 20-6 season, I couldn’t 
ask for any more.” 

The Lady Knights played Becker for the 
third time this season. The last two times, it 


was a psychological game and this one was a 
similar story. 

Psychologically unprepared?: Some of 
the girls were nervous due to the large facility. 
The Lady Knights did not play there at all this 
season, Hess said, because Rhode Island 
dropped out of the program. 

Although the first points of the game 
belonged to the Lady Knights, the team soon 
fell behind offensively. 

Hess said this happened all three times the 
team faced Becker, and this was one of the 
main reasons for their loss. 

“Maybe their defense forced us to do 
that,” Hess said. “I don’t know.” 

A slow start, transition, and inability to 
stick an outside shot, hurt the team which 
trailed throughout the game. 

Effective defense: The main task was to 
stop Beckers guard Karen Bergstrom who 
leads the region as a top-scorer, averaging 
close to 28 points per game. 

The team held Bergstrom in check with 
Ouellet and Blair. The defense diamond on 
one resulted in six points for Bergstrom in the 
first half and nine in the second, including 
one 3-point shot in the last second of the 
game. 

“We did an excellent defensive job,” 
Johnson said. “The diamond on one worked 
out well.” 

In the first half, the Lady Knights man- 
aged seven of 30 shots, and half time score 
was 37-20. 

Another problem for the team was Becker’s 
center Patrice Earl with 23 points, who picked 
up the slack for Bergstrom. 

Becker got lots of offensive rebounds and 
it seemed the Lady Knights gave them too 


‘Take this job 
and love it! 


College students! 


AVON offers flexible hours, 
unlimited income and a unique 
business experience 


Call today! 


Pat 688-2686 


Michelle 682-2090 


Se habla Espanol call: 


Lucy Perez 373-7238 
Christina Tavares 794-0439 


it’s mine 
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LADY KNIGHTS’ Captain Shaye Fenton fights for the ball in an 82-65 home loss, 
earlier this season against Mitchell College. 


many chances at the hoop. 

One of the reasons was Fenton, who played 
with tonselitis, but the captain never gave up. 

Changing strategy: However, the team’s 
strong defense, which at moments slowed 
down the game, showed more of a man to 
man press. 

“T told them not to play the zone,” Hess 
said. “The zone would keep the score close, 
but only the full court press all over the floor 
could win the game.” 

Three minutes before the end of the game, 
Arnold got fouled out, but the Lady Knights 
came close, cuttying the lead down to seven 
points after hitting four baskets in a row. 

At that time, Hess said the team had 
momentum, but that it was also broken by 
Becker’s time outs. 


The team soon ran out of gas and couldn’t 
match its rival in the last minutes. 

Exhausted: “A lot of us lost our voice 
because of the screaming,” Joleen Morrison 
said. “I know I did.” 

Although they overscored the rival in the 
second half by four points, the final score 69- 
56 put the Lady Knights away. 

Arnold fired up 25 points, pulled down 
20 rebounds,most of them from underneath 
the basket and Jahayra Santiago launched 13 
outside shots. 

The same team will meet again, but this 
time playing softball. 

Johnson expressed happiness about hav- 
ing the same girls on her softball team, who 
will give new players a textbook example of 
hard work. 
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